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RESOLUTION ON THE BOARD’s REPORT ON WARDS’ AND ATTACHED 
ESTATES IN THR LOWER PROVINOES FOR THE 
YEAR 1899-1900, 





REVENUE DEPARTMENT—LAND REVENUE. 
Calcutta, the 27th November 1900. 


RESOLUTION—No. 357)L.R. 
Reap— 


Report of the Board of Revenue on Wards’ and Attached Estates in the Lower 
Provinces for the year 1899-1900, 


Tue total number of estates of all descriptions under the management of 

the Board during the year 1899-1900 was 136 as compared with 135 in the 

receding year, there being an increase of one in the number of Wards’ estates. 

is total number wus made up of 68 Wards’ estates—57 estates managed 

under the Chota Nagpur Encumbered Estates Act, seven Trust and four 

Attached estates. Ten Wards’ estates and eight Attached and Encumbered 
estates were under management for a portion of the year only. 

2. Revenue and cesses due to Government.—The arrear’ demand from the 
estates under the management of the Buard of Rs, 68,622, with the current 
demand of Rs, 55,24,103, made up a total of Rs, 55,92,725. Of this, 
Rs. 55,37,191 were paid and Rs. 55,468 remained outstanding, the balance 
of Rs. 66 being remitted. Arrears, amounting to Rs. 18,851, were due from 
the Patkum Estate in the district of Manbhum, the lessees of which—the 
Patkum Indigo and Trading Company—have persistently withheld payment 
of rent for several years past. The yara lease will be brought to sale in execu- 
tion of a decree obtaine against the Company (which has lately gone into 
liquidation’ for the arrears of rent due from the year 1305 (B.8.), and it is 
hoped that this result will put an end to the difficulties into which the 
default of the Company has for years past plunged the affairs of this estate, 
In the Barrabhum Estate Mr. Mathewson holds the greater portion under 

aint and tara leases. Cesses are due from him, amounting to Rs, 10,247, 
t he represented his inability to realiso the cessos payable to him by the 
ghatwals owing to their tenures not being saleable in execution of decrees for 
arrears; and the proceedings instituted for the sale of his yara mahal under 
the certificate procedure have been temporarily stopped. The remaining prin- 
cipal defaulters, viz , Mohula, Sridharpur, Nawada, Mobarak Hossain, Chandra. 
gurh, and Hardi, paid their arrear dues after the close of the year. 

3. Rent and cesses due to superior landlords,—Tho current demand of 
rent and cesses due to superior landlords amounted to Rs, 3,48,624, which, 
with the arrear demand of Rs, 54,484, made a total of Rs, 4,03,108 for 

ayment. Of this, Rs, 3,386,748 were paid and Rs, 2,690 remitted, leaving a 
shits of Rs, 63,670. The payments amounted to 96°5 per cent. of the 
current and 83:5 per cont. of the gross demand as against 117-6 and 82:3 per 
cent., respectively, in the preceding year. More than two-thirds of the 
balance were due from six estates, viz., the Sridharpur Estate in Jessore 
(Rs. 50,619), the estate of Mrs. H. A. Lucas in Backergunge (Rs, 18,864), 
the Burdwan Raj (Rs. 8,950), the estate of Magun Das Rai in Chittagong 
Rs 8,382), the Satkhira Estate in Khulna (Rs. 7,011), and the Kathamdini 
nl in Hazaribagh (Rs. 6,198). The balances due from the Sridharpur and 
Kathamdiri states could not be paid for want of funds. The balance in the 
estate of Mrs. H.-A. Lucas, which was taken in charge on the 5th August 1899, 
was tho result of the previous bad management of the estate. The balance in 
the Burdwan Raj is explained to be due, among other regsons, to ignorance 
of the names and addresses of the collecting panchaytes ; but, as pointed out 

Year, this information should have been obtained by a reference to the 
District Magistrate, and the repetition of this failure should not occur. In 
the estate of Magun Das Rai the balance has been found to be covered by 
©xcess payments in previous years on account of noabad tenures, 
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4. Collection of rents and cesses.—The progress made daring the last 
five years in the collection of 1ent and cesses due to estates‘under the charge 
of the Board is shewn below:— 


DEMAND, CoLLECTIONS, PERCENTAGE OF = 


Remis- 
Yuan. Current Total fons, | Balances. 
ms. ‘Total. collections collections ° 

on curren’ on tote! 
demand, | demand, 


Total, Arrear. | Current, 


| 


Arrear. Current, 














1897-98 os 
1808-99 “ 
1809.1900 


~76,08,026 |7,19,60,206 | 1,00,28,248 | ai,10,0% | _78,88,778 | 1,20,00,808 


77,48,115 | 1,20,88,421 | 1,97,86,690 | 80,80,827 | 70,21,400 | 1,10,00,817 
74,04,280 | 1,21,14,963 | 1,06,08,659°| 97,78,707 | 77,16,888 | 1,14,60,90" 


















*Nors.—The difference of Rs. $2,028 is due to the fact that in the Hatwa Estate tho actual balance of the farming rent die 
enc ris oan Sr tac ebay seoasa et Mace scale aes ee Poem 

This is a result which the Lieutenant-Governor has received with some 
disappointment, for though there were heavy losses from drought in the Chota 
Nagpur Division, and from floods and hail in Bhagalpur and Bihar; still the 
harvests of the province, on the whole, were fine, and from the famine in 
Western and Central India the prices of produce were more remunerative than 
usual to agriculturists. The “Frieda, wean therefore, caused the district 
details to be examined with some care. The entage of the gross collections 
of the year on the current rental demand (the best test in his judgment of 
estate work) in the several Divisions was as follows :— 


Division, Per cont, Division, Por cent. 
se hi OB Shel oi ied 
iden eve? 100 pur >. 9 
Rajehahi> seonsstOY. Orissa at $B 
Dacea soe <hO9 Chota Nagpur... 90 
Chittagong comin uae 


The shortness of the collections was confined, therefore, to the three 
Divisions of Patna, Bhagalpur, and Chota Nagpur. 

When the enquiry is pursued further, it appears that even in these 
Divisions, the results in the different districts varied materially, The per- 
centages were as follows :— 


Patna Division— Per cent. 
Patna District... <a dhe ode”) S18 
Gaya ” aes ney ne ah O® 
Shahabad ue as aad a ee ae} | 
Saran 3 ope ow a ae oa Oe 

uz: ur 4, an eas Ato dep 
Durthene of hs st ae oo. 89 
eee ivision— 
Bhagalpur _ District pe ica 166 0 
Paineues nts fares 
ont! a ” tee ord vee 
Chota N: ivision— 
Hazaribagh District ... pa 4 rat ae 
Ranchi » vee eee eee beg 86 
Palamau “ eas $o6 see v. =§—-88 
Manbhum me aoe oe ray os 92 


i Singhbhum ” pe see oe vo 103 
The gr ioe therefore, to which we look for explanation, are— 


Baran ‘  ... | in the Patna Division. 

Darbhanga...) _ as ee Be . 
Bhagal; ee ID Division. 

Ranchi oer galpar 


Palamau «+» } in the Chota N: Division. 
Manbhum | eat 


Bmste:13s Nay 
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When the estate details are in their turn examined in these several districts 

the same differences are traced, 3 

__ In the Shahabad district there are three estates under the Court of Wards 
with a gross rental of Rs. 81,274. On the smallest of these, Mahula, the 
collections were only 57 per cent. of the rental of Rs. 10,312; on the others, the 

reentage was 89 and 126. The Board quote the Collector’s apology for 

ahula, He presents no excuse. He admits the unsatisfactory result, and 
says he has put the estate under the Subdivisional Officer. The Lieutenant- 
Governor wishes he could admit this as sufficient. In the five years this estate 
has been under management, little more than half the rental has been collected ; 
it is clear that the management has been most negligent and the supervision 
equally defective; and if the measure the Collector has now taken was a 
necessary and proper one, as it doubtless was, there is nothing to show why it 
was not taken years ago. 

In the Saran district, all other estates in the Court of Wards are over-shadow- 
ed by the Hatwa Estate. In that great property, the collections came to only 
63 per cent. of the rental. The Board have discussed at length the reasons of 
the shortcoming. They consider it to be partly due toa failure of the bhadot 
erop. The failure was not so severe as to prevent the Court of Wards from col- 
lecting over 100 per cent. on the rental in two other estates in the same district. 
They consider that the orders of the Officiating Manager in September, 
pereanes suspending the collection of rents, and the approval of the Officiating 

ollector, were very indiscreet. ‘The result amply confirms the opinion of the 
Board. Ina season which, on the whole, was not unfavourable, one-third of 
the rents was not collected. The experience of other estates in the same 
district shows how unnecessary so exceptional a measure of leniency was, and 
the failure is the more serious because rents that are over largely in arrears are 
“yaya irrecoverable. ‘I'he explanations, which the Board reproduce, 
isclose further ground for disquiet. The Manager reports that he returned 
from leave on the 23rd October. The state of the collections was put before 
him on the 16th November, and he at once withdrew the orders of his locwm 
tenens. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor cannot understand how it was possible for 
any Manager to be three weeks on duty without seeing the state o collections 
in his charge, or how he could be in ignorance for so long an interval of the 
momentous orders passed in his absence. Sir John Woodburn commented last 
year on the altogether inadequate information Commissioners received of the 
progress of collections in the Wards’ Estates in their jurisdiction. He trusts it 
is not possible that, under the standing orders of the Court, Managers themselves 
‘have not constant and punctual knowledge of their subordinates work in the 

most important of all their duties. 

In Ra ccipar, the deficit was in the Lachmipur Estate (percentage of 
collections 75), but the explanation is sufficient. The estate was restored to 
the proprietor during the year before collections were complete. Elsewhere in 
the district collections were excellent. Eee ! 

Lastly, the Lieutenant-Governor comes to the Chota Nagpur Division, in 
which bad harvests, leading in parts to actual famine, would ordinarily be an 
all-sufficient excuse. But an examination of details again led him to questions, 
which the Board’s report does not answer, In the Hazaribagh district, there 
are the following anomalies:— 


Current ul, Collestion. 

nee Rs. Per cent. 
ven Bas +. 60,084 94 
acioeen 2 i "pong 80 
Barsote eee * .. 14,869 108 
Satgaon oak ite «. 10,683 58 
Kathomdiri a = 193625 «12 

Again, in the Ranchi District there are— 

Jeria a i a 98,774 89 
Biru ied By «18,739 90 


ise ai, Sl 14405 81 
a” at 2 aes YT ete 





In Manbhum there are— 


Estate, Curreut rental, Collections, 
Rs, Per cent. 
Barrabhum se ade +. 28,088 121 
Tundi 508 Prt + 18,715 107 
Hensla uw Neve eo» = 8,293 66 
Pandra is +o se §©40,804 70 


Bharamahdl oe 4,788 60 


The explanations of the District Officers have now been received. 

Dhanwar, Parasawan, and Barsote are in the Giridhi tract of Hazaribagh, 
which was not affected by scarcity; Satgaon was restored to the proprietor 
before the completion of collections; Kathamdiri was leased before its assump- 
tion by the Court to men of straw, whom the Deputy Commissioner has tuken 
measures to eject. 

n Ranchi and Manbhum, the collections varied, and properly varied, 
according tothe degree in which drought affected ‘the crops. In Pandra, 
there were patni disputes which have yet to be settled. In Bharamahal, the 
actual management began in the middle of the year. 

This examination has satisfied the Lieutenant-Governor. With the exception 
of the Hatwa and Mahula Estates, the work of the Court of Wards has been, in 
his opinion, most. creditablo to the management, But the exceptions illustrate the 
necessity on which he has laid repeated stress of close and constant supervision 


the estate to see that reasonable rents are punctually paid, It is, as the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has said before, his duty in the interests of the tenants themselves; 
Weakness of collections at a time they can pay ends in embarrassments to 
them later on, 

During the year undor report the work of classifying the arrear balances 
and obtaining remission of those which were fictitious’ or hopelessly irrecover- 


able was not carried on generally with as much vigour as in the previous year. 
The total remissions amounted to Rs, 3,80,911 as against Rs. 11,68,448 in 
1898-99, The Licutenant-Governor has again to impress upon all Collectors 
and Managers the deep importance of regular systematic scrutiny of the arrears 
lists in the estates in their charge. There are items in all estates that are 
irrecoverable ; amongst them, arrears which have resulted from bad harvests or 
losses of cattle, and which the tenant cannot pay without breaking. It is the 
duty of the management to see that claims in such cases are not pressed, On the 
other hand, pleas of this kind demand careful enquiry ; the enquiry ought to be 
made, while verification is still] easy ; and every enquiry of the sort will give the 
Manager invaluable information as to the character and method of his subor- 
dinates’ work. The Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, again asks that all 
Collectors will hold in view that an annual enquiry into the arrears list on each 
estate is just as essential a duty of the Manager as the collection of the current 
rents. In the Lachmipur Estate in Bhagalpur, with a current demand of 
Rs. 2,24,979, the balances amounted to Rs. 2,59,421 » most of which are reported 
to be fictitious or irrecoverablo, The change in man. ement, perhaps, hampered 
adjustments. There aro heavy arrears which pn scrutiny in Lugma and 

hagra; and in Maldwar and Narhan, it would appear that there is plenty of 
room for the removal of irrecoverable arrears, In the Burdwen Estate the 
unrealised balance due from the khas villages at the close of the year amounted 
to Rs. 8,57,558, including Rs. 53,804 barred by limitation, The corresponding 
figures last year were Rs, 8,49,593 and Rs, 25,935. The increase in tie balance, 
is stated to be due to increase in the demand, and to bad collections in the 


At the close of the year a total amount of Rs. 77,06,188 in all was due to 
the estates under management as compared with Re. 70,65,771 in previous 


year, the increase yr 3 due to the falling off in the amount remitted and to the 
enormous increase in the balances of the H atwa’ Estate, ' 







its taro... 22,400] Si 1898- Arrear domund 
*) i B00 se wee 6,202 
5 he _—_ Total 
fi Total vee 28,677 8 
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ee pores duoti actual 
LEA AR Gefkeditase . 8,907 









er ta due by estates—The estates which were under the Board’s. 
management for the entire. year were indebted to a total amount at the. 
commencement of the year of Rs, 1,24,01,758, while additional liabilities to. 
the extent of Rs. 10,78,151 were ascertained to be due or were newly 
ineurred during the vear, making a total of Rs. 1,34,79,912. After deduction 
f the payments made, amounting to Rs. 12,59,599, and allowing for reduc- 
tion . 16,789 by compromise, and the cancellation of Rs. 4,00,360 found 
to. be fictitious, a balance of Rs. 1,18,03,164 remained outstanding at. the 
close, of the year, which was Rs.. 2,96,472 less than the amount due. at 
Sage of. 898-99. The debts due by the Bettiah Estate amounted to 
Rs. 75,59,307 as against Rs, 80,99,433 at the close of the previous year. Tho 
a of the former sum represents the sterling debenture loan repay- 
able. Th yearly instalments. 
é e most notable failures to reduce debts occurred in Pandra (first and 
ird kismuts), Nawada, Patkum, Biru, Khujwa, Mobarak Hossain, Kera 
(L..N. S.) and Kathamdiri; and in Bettiah, Pachete, Lachmipur, Sheohar, 
Katras, Satkhira, Karhurbari, Dharguli, and Barrabhum. The recovery of rent 
from.tenure-holders is specially difficult in the Chota Nagpur Division, and this 
fact, weed Rit the scarcity, explains the presence of so many of the estates. 
of that Division in these lists. ‘Ihe Nawada estate seems to be in great diffi- 









ilties, ani uires the careful attention of the Oollector. The two estates in 
Saran of Khujwa and Mobarak*Hessain are, it is known, difficult to manage 
satisfactorily, 
6. Management charges and rates.—During the year under report tho 
management charges rose in every Division, except Dacca and the Presidency, 
but satisfactory reasons for the increase are given y the Board in most cases, 
The cost of management in the estates sah r the charge of the Board, as a 
whole, excluding the cost of construction and repairs of office buildings, 
amounted to 7°3 Monk cent. of the total current dewand for rent and cesses, as 
compared with 7 per cent. in 1898-99 and. 6-9 in 1897-98. The increase of the 
already high management charges in Rahamatpur, Narhan, and Mohula, coin- 
cident with an apparent decrease in efficiency, is very far from satisfactory. _ 

_ The accounts of the general rate for thé year were as follows :— 


Rs. Ra. Rs. 
Estimated Estimated in- Actual incomo— 








Expendi- 
expondi« come— Current de- ture .., 1,52,835 
ture ... 1,50,400 Current de- mand __,.. 1,459,506 
mand .,. 1,46,506 Arrear do- 
Surplus _ of mand =... {28,261 
189849 6,877 
_—— Total... 1,74,767 
Total +. 1,62,883 | Collections ... 1,69,689 
Surplus after Balance —_ 5,075 
t educting: ac- —— F 
ex, Fi 
iture oe 548 - 





The greater portion of the balance has been recovered since the close of 


the year. 
“The accounts of the audit rate were as follows : — 










Estimated si Estimated Actual income— 


incomo— a 
Real demand... 18,385 | Current demand 18,885) ture ... 19,770 
jurplus of 9,480) 
at * 


Dieta ee 
he * ue from the estates are reported to be not recoverable. 
eh reer aes i notised by the Accountant-General, 

~— ~ During the,year, these estates expended Rs. 74,696 on subscriptions. 

ans jons to schools, Rs, 68,251 on subscriptions: and donations. to 

ad ies, Rs. 4,54,624 on the maintenance of existings buildings, &c., and 
ir 3,603) on improvements. a ; 
oe ‘standard of expenditure for solvent estates proposed for schools is 

1 per cent., and for works of improvement 3 per cent., but for the province as 
— ue, the sults fell short of these requirements. The most striking failures - 
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of raiyats, 


each estate with a rent-roll of half-a-lakh or upwards, As a good deal of detail’ 
: ile the | Aye): 








oceurred in the Burdwan Raj, Syudpur, and the estates of tis fairy 
Magun Das Rai, and Fazl Ali Khun. Regarding the first-named estate, the | 
Lieutenant-Governor is scarcely prepared to agree that the Raj has no- 
obligations towards the raiyats of the padni mahals, because its income from 
them is fixed. This fact merely shares those oblizations with the patnidars; 
and it is desirable that so patent a principle will no longer be disregarded in 
the otherwise excellent management of this great estate. Bai 
_ 8. Certificates.—The total number of certificates filed was 8,935 as against — 
7,246 in 1898-99, the number having increased in all Divisions, min 
the Presidency, Dacca, and Chittagong. The greatest increaso was in the Patn he 
Division, largely owing to the eomp!etion of survey and settlement proceedings, 
The number of cases disposed of was greater than in the previous year 
(8,972 as compared with 6,530). Out of the total demand covered by’ the 
certificates filed, 41-7 per cent. was realised as compared with 37°5 ring 
the previous year, The realisations were particularly poor in Narhan an 
Rorhung, and, in the case of the latter, an explanation is awaited. An increase 
in the number of certificates is from some points of view unsatisfactory; and _ 
they should not be filed unless there is a reasonable prospect of recovering 
the rent. In the remaining cases, where solvent tenants persist in refusing to 
ay, there is no excuse for failure to rigorously enforce them, On the whole, the 
jeutenant-Governor is not satisfied with ¢ @ results of the year, and trusts — 
that there will be further improvement, ” ; 

9. Civil Suits —The number of civil suits filed increased from 3,553 in 
1898-99 to 4,054 in 1899-1900, aud the demand covered by them also increased 
from Rs. 4,95,768 to Rs. 5,20,731. For some years past Government has been - 
enjoining the necessity for greater energy in tho execution of decrees; but 
although the Board have drawn the speciul attention of the Commissioners 
to the matter, the Lieutenant-Governor regrets to find that out of Rs. 4,82,613 
decreed, a sum of only Rs, 1,15,243, or 23°8 per cent., was recovered. es 

The opinion of the Board is as follows:— 

“The Board fear thatthe difficulties of realisation by the agency of the Civil Ovurt tends 
to ificrense, rather than to diminish, year by year. ‘The experience of the Superintendent 
and Kemembrancer of Legal Affairs appears to pint in the same direction, The remedy 
for this state of affairs appears to them to be the extended use of the provisions of ea 
X of the Bengal Tenancy Act to all estates which can afford the cost, so as to give 
the benefit of the certificate procedure.” 

The failure to realise decreds is too general to be ascribed to the deficiencies 
of individual managers; and the remedy suggested by the Board appears to 

rovide a practical way out of the present difficulty ; but, at the same time, the 
pee ascart trusts that the efforts of managers in the matter will not 
be relaxed. ‘ 

10. Condition of the tenantry.—Owing to the generally good harvests of the 
past two years, the condition of the tenantry in estates under the Court of 
Wards, as in the rest of the Province, was, with a few exceptions, satisfactory ;. 
and the relations between the managin agency and the tenants were gene- 
rally smooth, In the Bhagalpur District, the crops of ihe Lugma Estate: 
were damaged by excessive rainfall, which washed away the fire and also 
caused great losses among the cattle from disease; and the tenants in parts 
of Lachmipur were badly off in consequence of a disastrous flood-waye, 
which, it is estimated, carried away about 200 men and 600 head of cattle, 
Relief was given to the tenants by Government and zamindars. In Ranchi 
and Palamau, as well as in parts of Hazaribagh and in the Government 


»Kolhan in Singhbhum, the condition of the tenants was considerably affected 


during the second half of the year, in consequence of the failure of the winter 
paddy for want of sufficient rain In the two first-mentioned districts, as 
well as in thé Government Kolhan, works of improvement have been ‘set on. 
foot on a considerable scale from funds allotted by the Board for the purpose; 
anda substantial means of relief has thus been afforded to a large aapele 
ws, % Ta ee uh 0h 7 SNe 

ll. Estates with a rent-roll of Re. 50,000 and upwards.—Since 1887-88, a 
Separate account is given in Part 11 of the Board’s report of the affairs of 


is given regurding such estates in Part I of the report, *while the 
contained in Appendix I, the Board consider a separate account in Par 
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rately. 


a ri Kapur. It obtained a net rental of Rs. 9,784 by the settlement 
of the samindari panchaki ghdts in Bankura, and a yent of Rs, 45,675 was added 
the settlement, with the patnidars and othors, of chautidari chakran lands in 
713 out of the 1,792 villages transferred to the Raj up to the close of the 
year under report. ‘I'here was a net increase of K's, 48,502 in the rent-roll of 
the estate on account of settlements resettlements, &c. As compared with 
the previous year, both receipts and disbursements, as also the closing cash 


» and suggest its omission in fature. Orders on this proposal 
surdwan “Raj Estate continues to be successfully managed by Raja 





balance, show an increase. The litigation on behalf of the estate was on ss 


the whole successful, but only about half the amount rigs civil, and 


cate decrees in favour of the estate was realised or remit 

___At the close of the year, the Bettiah Estate was indebted to the extent of 
Rs, 76,59,307, a reduction of near 4% lakhs having been effected in the year, 
The greater part of this consisted of the sterling debenture loan repayable 
by half-yearly instalments, ‘The estate was a creditor for Rs. 19,70,357, due 

iefly from the late Babu Fatteh Bahadur Singh of Bhopatpur, arrangements 
for realising which are in progress. The expenditure on survey and settlement 
was Rs, 1,16,8 84. 

‘In the Hatwa Estate, it has been decided to continue the existing mixed 
system of managing partly ‘/as and partly thika. ‘The closing balance to the 
credit of the estate amounted to Rs, 5,22,295, and Rs. 7,00,210 were invested 
in Government securities, of which and municipal debentures, the estate now 
holds Rs. 43,99,901. The cost of management (Rs. 94,334), excluding the 
commissions paid on collections in villages which are in lease, was 8°6 per cent. 
on the current demand, as compared with 7:2 per cent. in 1898-99. The 
expenditure on works of improvement, including the Sripur experimental 
farm, was Rs. 23,376. Tlie cost of survey and settlement was Rs. 1,24,084. 

In the Tikari Estate, 1014 per cent. on the current demand was realised, 
in comparison with 95 8 per cent. in 1898-99. The closing balance of income 
over expenditure was Rs. 2,02,452, and the value of Government securities 

ssed by the ostato was Ks, 18,324. The outlay on works of improvement 

was Rs, 60,166. The management charges were 14°7 per cent. on the current 
demand, as compared with 15°8 per cent. in the previous year. 

In the Khagra Estate, the cost of management was 87 per cent. on the 
current demand. The expenditure on works of improvement decreased from 
Rs. 10,845 in 1898-9 to Rs. 7,030 in the year under report. At the close of the 

- the Estate had Government securities to the value of Rs. 21,085 and & cash 
atadew of Rs, 90,268, In the Pachete Estate, at the close of 
debts amounted to Rs, 7,72,216, and there was a cash balance of Rs, 8,039, 

12, The most important of the eight estates which came under the control 
of the Court of Wards during the year was Churaman in Dinajpur, charge of 
which was assumed on 20th November 1499, the proprietor, Bhupal Chandra 
Rai Uhaudhuri, aged about ten months, being declared a minor under sec- 
tion 6 (b) of Act IX B.C, of 1879. . The greater portion of the estate lies in 
' Dinajpur, about one-fifth in Malda, and only a very small portion in Purnea. 
: The gross demand of rent and cesses due to the estate amounts to Rs. 1,29,740, 
and the sum payable annually to Government and superior landlords is 

3. 66,821. The Jebts due to the estate aggregate Rs. 76,313. The arrears 
‘rent due to the estate amount to more than two lakhs of rupees. — f 
Of the eleven estites released dng the year, three, viz., Sridharpur in 
ey Dhalbhum in Singhbhum, and Paigumbarpur in Darbhanga, were 
important. ‘The Sridharpur Istate was released on 26th December 1899 on 
vrs. pplication of the proprietors, after having been under the management of 
the Court for a period of nearly three years, during which period little 
- progress could be made in clearing the estate of its heavy load of debt. The’ 
Ss ‘um Bstate was taken in charge on 10th November 1886, and released on 
h May 1899. The coca of aa > pes pellets Ye at he 
. ; e, stood at ,660 at the date of release, 
i og de vat cash balanco escooding te a lakh was handed 
, r. The Paigumbarpur Estate was brought under the Court’s 
agement on the 16th May 1892. Its rental stood at Rs. 60,486 on that 
in : the date of release it was Rs, 56,266, the decrease being mainly 
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due to abatement of Reputed, rents,, The total rent and cess demand due-to . 
the estate for the period it was under the Court’s management, including the 
arrears. at the date of assumption of charge, was Rs, 6,49,721; of this sum 
Rs. 3,16,480 was collected, and Rs. 2,43,237 remitted, leaving a balance of, 
Rs. 90,004, The poor results obtained during the management of this estate 
are attributed to confusion in the mufassal papers, and the incompetency of the 
successive Manage rs of the Estate. ‘he total liabilities of the estate amounted 
to Rs, 3,11,142, Of this Rs. 2,38,145 were paid and Rs, 521 reduced by com- 
promise, leaving Rs. 72,476 outstanding when the estate was released. ‘There 
was a cash balance of Rs. 21,363. ‘ 
13, Lncumbered Estates in Chota Nugpur.—During tho year 57 estates were 
managed under Act. VI of 1876 as compared with 59 during 1898-99, The 
collections of rent and cesses due to them are shown below :— . 





Porotatage Advance 

of collec. collections 

Dierricr. ons. pect Collections, tune oa Remissions,| Balances. nt 
demand. 








Tote) for... 








‘The scarcity in the second half of the yeer adversely affected collections, 
The :p ss made in the repayment of the debts due by the estates is 
- shown in the following statement :— i 








Due at the | Ascertained 





District. 
ails 2 Te 
sel : Bel 2h ; 
ops Eby tae AR a! 180 85,38 uals 1,988 td 
YE em PR Y : 2529 
raph Monsees y 18,92,005 1,00;048 
pabamy HI aD 8 1,46,120 ‘ Urihc, aehees 








_ Good progress was made in Hazaribagh. In the other districts ey 
sarened rent collections and the balances available for the payment of 
condition of affairs in the district of Manbhum ptr i the. special 
attention of the Deputy Commissioner, Ati 
14, The Lieutenant-Goyernor thanks the Board for the very careful 
supervision they have given to the management of the estates under their charge _ 
dying the year. In some directions, he thinks, there is room for improvemé 
notably. in themmethodical examination of rentel arrears; but, on the whole, 
work of. the Collectors and Managers has been excellent, ‘The names o 
officers specially commended by the Board in pa h 29 of their rey 
__ be communicate at 
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” 
RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE PORT OF CALCUITA 
FOR THE YEAR 1899-1900, 


No. 2255Marine. 
Government of Pengal, 
MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


Dated Calcutta, the 23rd November 1900. 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap— 
The Administration Report of the Commissioncrs of tho Port of Calcutta for the year 
1899-1900, 


The total amount of the loans which have been raised by the Port 
’ Commissioners from time to time, including the 
wingers: consolidated loan from the Government of 
Rs. 60,25,100 and the Dock Loan of Rs. 2,87,70,566 amounted to Rs, 4,85,60,686, 
and the total amount outstanding on these loans on the 31st March 1900 was 
Rs, 4,27,42,265, The total investments at credit of the sinking funds have 
been raised from Rs. 20,99,000 at the beginning, to Rs, 23,96,600 at the close, 
of the year. The money is almost entirely invested in the Commissioners’ 
own debentures, . : ; 
Against this debt (consisting of the unpaid portion of the consolidated 
loan from the Government, together with the book debt on account of the Port 
Block transferred by the Government to the Commissioners in 1871, the Dock 
Loan, and the eight Debenture Loans), amounting in all to Rs. 4,51,38,865, 
the Commissioners hold block of the nominal value of Rs. 6,06,39,053, including 
reserve funds amounting to Rs. 35,83,856. be A hold in addition the valuable 
Strand Bank Lands‘extending from Chandpal Ghat to Aheeritolah Ghat, for 
which they pay to the Government an annual quit-rent of Rs, 87,292, 
2, The year opened with a revenue balance of Rs. 6,35,306, and the 
? income for the year under review amounted to 
Rovenue receipts and expendi- Ry, 66,51,114... The expenditure, including sink- 
Satte ing funds, ‘renewals and improvements, amounted 
to Rs. 66,53,495, leaving a balance of Rs. 6,32,92 on the 31st March 1900, 
“The income during the year exceeded that of the previous year by 
Rs. 4,18,294, which was due to increased receipts from the Jetties, the Port 
ist Railway, and the Kidderpore Docks. The largest increase was 
Rs. 1,16,975 in the Railway, of which more than half was earned hy res 
wagons to other railways. pF increase in the Docks was Rs. 1,15,728, an 
special toll Rs. 59,468. 
49 :. OTe income under the head “Jetties” amounted to Rs. 17,52,780, 
or Rs. 1,04,174 more than that of the previous 
pa: tetottiow ear. ‘The expenditure anonaied to Rs. 11,068,947, 
: 57 less than that-of the previous year. ‘The net revenue under 
Lia er ar ihe 6,44,533, as com : with Rs. 5,34,302 in the previous 
sax. The increase was mainly due to an improvement, to the extent of 
60,562 in the receipts from the Petroleum Wharf at Budge-Budge, which 
moutited to Rs. 4,87,582, against Rs, 8,77,020 inthe previous year. The 
expenditure was Rs. 1,44,352, the net revenue thus amounting to Rs, 2,983,230, 
~ The importation of oil from Russia was 79 per cent. of the total eT 
imported in the year under review: 14} per cent. was American oil and 61 per 
eat. was from Rangoon. ' . 
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° ‘2, 
4. The storing of piece-goods at the Tea Warehouse has been finally 
discontinued, and the whole space is now used for 
storing and sampling tea. During the year the 
total number of packages of tea amounted to 941,523 chests, against 759,467 
in 1898-99. The total receipts, which were Rs. 1,00,003 in the previous year, 
amounted in the ro under review to Rs, 1,04,509. 
5. During the year 204 vessels, with a tonnage of 538,847, were berthed 
wk pi Scien at the Jetties, against 204, with a tonnage of 
Vessels berthed at the Jettios. 541,086, during 1898-99, The average number of 
days each vessel occupied the Jetties was 7°6. : 
6. ‘The income of me Harbour Master’s Department amounted to 
: 8. 5,72,539 aganist Rs. 5,79,596 obtained durin, 
Harbour Master's Deparment. the previous ‘year. Ths decrease was due chieily 
to smaller receipts from Harbour Master’s earnings, ee hire and wreckages 
and anchors recovered. The expenditure amounted to Rs, 6,74,173 against 
Rs, 6,983,800 in the previous year. 

7. During the year there were 11 casualties to vessels against the same 
number in the previous year. This gives a percent- 
age of ‘91, calculated on the number of vessels which 
arrived in the Port. None of tho casualties were of a serious nature. In two 
cases, the Assistant Harbour Masters concerned were warned to be more careful 
in future, and in the other nine cases, no blame was found to be attached to any 
one, 

8. The work of examining boats plying for hire was regularly attended to 

by the Surveyors, and during the year 90 passenger 

waar cr Wem: boats and 205 cargo boats were called in for survey. 

Of these, 63 passenger boats were found to have become defective through wear 

and tear, and 27 owing to accidents. Of the cargo boats, 150 had become 
defective through wear and tear, and 55 from the effects of accidents, 

The returns of the Port Trust Railway show an increaso of nearly 
5,000,000 maunds, The number of wagons passed 
over the line increased by 22 per cont, 

10, The receipts from Port Dues amounted to Rs. 4,81,793, against 
Rs, 4,80,137 in 1898-99, The expenditure for the 
year amounted to Rs, 5,64,290, against Rs, 5,57,899 


a 





Tea Warehouse. 


Casualties to shipping. 


Railway. 


Port Dues. 


in the previous year. 

11, The Port Commissioners’ Despatch Vessel Resolute came tnto collision 
with the British India Steam Navigation Com- 
pete, Of the Despatch Vessel Hany’s steamer Scindia abreast of Diamond Harbous 
ere Creek, and foundered on the 14th August 1899. 
Four officers and 14 0r15 of the crew were drowned. A Special Court of 
Enquiry was appointed by the Government under section 7 of Act V of 1883, 
as amended by Act VI of 1891, to make an investigation in the matter, and 
the Court reported that the collision was due to want of skill and care on the 
part of the Senior Master Pilot, who was in charge of the Scindia at the time of 
the accident. The Pilot was then tried under section 2 of Act XII of 1859, on 
a charge of unskilfulness and negligence, but the jury having returned a 

unanimous verdict of not guilty, he was acquitted and didtancat: 

The Commissioners have since purchased the steam-tug Retriever to supply 
the place of the Resolute. She has been found to be well adapted for the 
general requirements of the Port. 

12, No change appears to have occurred in the channel of the Sandheads. 

wi eaantin The Bell Buoy broke adrift in October, and another 
ne was laid in its place. 

13, The river channels showed considerable change during the year. 

: The principal changes that were noticed took lace 

selec acs at the Beaumont’s Gut, Kaukhali Crossing, Middle 

ton Bar, Bedford Channel, Eden Channel, Gabtola Channel, Balari Channel, 

Kulpi Roads, Rangafulla Channel, Back of Hooghly, James and Mary’s 
Eastern Gut, Ninan and Tail of Fulta Sand, 

14. A sum of Rs, 9,68,013 was obtained from special tolls levied under 
section 108 of the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, against 


Special Tolls. Rs, 9,08,545 in the previous year. 
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Working of the Kidderpore _ 15. The result of the working of the Kidder- 
Docks. pore Docks was as follows :— 


Receipts. - Expenditure. R 
Graving Dock... = 1,68,834 | Trafic Establishmont vs _$,82,842 
Rent and Miscellaneous «+» — 1,07,001 Working Expenses om» —13,09,992 
Imports = oa 26,641 Repairs ons is 35,908 
Exports on +»  18,67,226 Municipal Taxes .., ove 1,48,488 
Interest on «» = 11,650,823 
Total «+ —-16,48,102 Total +»  27,78,068 








The receipts show an increase of more than a lakh and the expenditure a 
reduction of about a quarter of that sum. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


R. B. BUCKLEY, 
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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WEATHER AND OROP’ REPORT, 





For the weok ending the 26th November 1900. 


Burdwan.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Sowing of rabi continues. Condition of 
standing crops good. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice selling as follows: — 


Srs. 
oa too toe wee a ) 
Kalna a ove ooo 
Katwa ai ise es 19} Sper he ak 
Raniganj on eae “ae 18 


Birbhum.—No rain. Weather cloudy. Early aman being harvested. Rabi sowing 
continues. Standing crops doing well. Price of rico at Sadar 12} seers and at Rampur 
Hat 13} seers per rupeo. Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura,—No rain. Weather seasonable. Sugarcane doing well. Harvesting of aman 
dy has-‘commenced. Sowing of radi continues, Fodder and water sufficient, "No eattle- 


isease reported. Price of coarse rice (new) at Bankura 13} seers and at Vishnupur 
124 seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—No rain. Fodder scanty in Contai and Tamluk. Aman being reaped. 
Rati being sown. Oommon rice sells as follows:— 


8rs. 
meen coe ae ane 14 
lontai i wee one 14 
Tamluk ace sue wee 11g “( Per rupee. 
Ghatal ‘ae ° ave 18 


Hooghly.—No rain. Sowing of rai and cultivation of potato still going on. 
Oessation of rain likely to affeot the aman. Common rice sells at 10}4 seors por rupee. 


Howrah.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Harvesting of aman commenced in places 


in Ulubaria subdivision. Radi progressing. Fodder and water sufficient. Qommon rice 
sells at 104 seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weathor seasonablo. Prospects of standing crops not good. 
Rain is urgently wanted in Barasat and Basirhat subdivisions, Ploughing and sowing 
of rabi crops still continues. Aman is harvested in places. Water sufficient. Fodder in 
Basirhat subdivision insufficient. Common rico sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar aus ane eee 10 
Barasat ase see one 10 
Basirhat sua ne vee =: 10g. {POF Fupee. 
Diamond Harbour a) tos san 1L 


Nadia.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops generally good, 
but rain is badly needed. Yodder and water sufficient. Price of common rico stationary. 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman and sowing 
of rabi crops going on, No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells 
as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar as ene ooo 13 
se ive aso 14 
st ie aa aa 15 =f POE TAP 
Jangipur ooo -~ eva 15 


Jessore.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good and those 
of winter rico not favourable. Sowing of rali crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar tts Bes Ras on 3H 
pees - hee oe ase 184 
agura ane eee eee ins ru 
Narail ace ose ae ce 180. hinges 


Bangaon eo tee ose oe 18s J 
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Khulna.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonatle, Ama, day doing well. Prospects 
favourable. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico wells de follows 3 = is 


8rs. 

oll as a6 we a 108 
agerhat re ove vee eee | . 
Satkhira vais os oes sve had ra ia 


Rajshahi.— Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair. Harvesting of aman 


paddy in progress. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water-supply plentiful. Common rice 
sells at 14} seers a rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather ‘seasonablo. Stato of tho orp good. No cattle- 


disease. ater and fodder plentiful. Rice selling at Sadar 16 seors and at Thakurgaon 18 
seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall nil. Woather seasonablo. Prospect of haimanti paddy not 


favourable. Transplantation of tobacco continues, Prico of common rice stationary. 
Fodder and water sufficient. 


Darjeeling.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Bara marua, aman dhan, kalat, 
being harvested. Piapor, tori progressing. Terai—haimanti paddy progressing. Mustard, 
potatoes, tobacco being sown. Coarse rico sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Hills eee vee seo 9 
Terai tee eos toe 14 { Por rupee. 
Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 22 seers and at Kalimpong 24 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Condition of aman tolerable. Rabi 
crops are promissing. Water and fodder sufficient. Common rice solls as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar seo eee ow 12 
Gaibanda . os ace ve 12 
Kurigram wea eee eee we 10 Par Fupee: 
Nilphamari oo eee we 13 


Bogra.—No rain. Cutting of paddy and rabi sowing going on, Prospects of aman 
moderate, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee, 


Pabna.—Iainfall nil. Weather cool. Winter paddy being harvested. Prospects good. 
Prices unchanged, . 


Dacca.—ltainfall nil, Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair, Fodder available. 
No cattlo-disease. Common rice 12 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonablo. Prospects of standing crops fair- 
Harvesting of aman commenced. Fodder sufficient. Water availuble. Common rico sells 
as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sadar ae aes ase ie 
Jamalpur ase eee toe 1 
Kishoreganj ose tee ose ut per rupee, 
Tangail es tee vee ll 
Netrokona ois vie ove 123 


Faridpur.—No rain. Woather seasonable, State and prospects of crops good. Common 
rice sells at 12 secrs a rupee. 


Backergunge.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonablo. Prospect of crops good. Common 
rice sells at 11{ seers (aman) and 13} seers (aus) per rupeo. 


Tippera.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman Lic commenced, 
Appearance of insects which are damaging standing crops reported from Na inagar thane, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice averages 12 seers 8 chitaks the rupee, 


Noakhali—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Crop prospects good.” No cattlo- 
disease. Iodder and water sufficient. Prices unchanged. 


Chittagong.—No rain. Prospect of aman crop not good owing to insufficient rain, 
Water and foddor sufficient. Common rice 13 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Ruinfall nil. Barly paddy harvested. Ayhani paddy nearly ready for the 
sickle, abi germinating. Poppy sowing finished ; young plants doing well. Pressing of 
sugarcane continues. Nov cattle-dissase. Fodder and water for cattle sufiicient. Common 
rice in Patna sells at 15 seers a rupee. 
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Gaya.—Rainfall nil. Harvesting of paddy commenced.’ Sowing of radi and pressing 
of sugarcane going on. Common rice selling at 11} seers por rupee. 


Shahabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of paddy still in — 
Sowing of rabi and opium nearly completed. Standing crops generally good. Fodder 
and water sufficient. ice selling at Sadar 12 seers per rupeo. 


Saran.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rabi sowing nearly finished. Standing crops 
doing well. Poppy crop so far good. Common rice 15 seers and makai 2375 seers per 
rupeo. 

Champaran.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing ‘crops good. 
Harvesting of winter rice commenced in places. Radi and poppy sowing continues. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Prices of common rice and maize at Sadar are 164 and 27 seers 
per rupee respectively. 

Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall nil. Prospects good. Rabi sowing almost completed. Harvest- 
ing of winter rice commenced in places. Prices are—Common rice 15 seers, wheat 13 seers, 
barley 19 seers, maize 24 seers, gram 16 seers, arhar 15 seers, marwa 25 seers a rupee. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall nil. Prospect of standing crops got. Sowing of rabi 
completed. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Common rice sells as 


follows :— 
8rs. 
Sadar cae sou ees 164 
Samastipur toe wee oes 14? per rupee. 
Madbubani a . ae vee 163 


Monghyr.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rabi sowing going on in places in 
Begusarai subdivision. Paddy harvesting continues. Standing crops doing well, eer 
sowings nearly finished and the general state of the crop is satisfactory. Oommon rice s 
as follows :— ° : 


B8rs. 
Monghyr bas see eee 153 
Begusarai tee ove tee 13} per rupee. 
Jamui see ate aaa 12% 


Bhagalpur.— Weather cold. ‘Winter rice is being harvested. Rabi being sown, other 
crops are doing well. Fodder and water ample. No cattle-disease. 


Purnea.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Sowing of rahi crops in progress, Standing 
orops doing well. pees of aghani rice going on. Pressing of sugarcane and manu- 
facture of molasses commenced. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon 
rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sadar vee ove Ree 14 
Krishnaganj sea se eos 14} per rujiee. 
Araria eee eee tee 17 


Malda.—Rainfall nile Weather seasonable. Winter rice ripening in some places. 
Prospeot of kalai, mustard and other rabi crops good. No oattle-disease. Price of rice 
unchanged. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Sonthal Parganas.—No rain. Harvesting of winter rice going on. Rabi. o 
being sown. Fodder and water sufficient. Oondition of cattle good. Average price of rice 
18 seers and of maize 22 seers per rupee. Godda report not received, 


Cattack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, Laghu sarad and sugarcane being 
harvested. Guru sarad in ears, Rabi and dalua growing. Want of rain felt in some 
ices. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells as 


Ws i— 
8rs. ch. 
a ee eee oe 4 2 
ajpur wae cee we 17 1 
Kendrapara ove toe A ee ia Of, salen gens 
Banki ea eas ww. 16 12 
Balasore.—No rain; Sarad and kandha ripening; beali boing threshed. Rabi crops 


doing well. Ootton is being gathered. Sugarcane cutting continues. Irrigation continues 
for want of rain. Rioo sells at 164, 14} and 17 seers per rupee in interior, Balasore and 
ta seepectively. Fodder sufficiont. Cattle-diseaso reported from Basudebpur and 
ellasore circles, 
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Angul.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonal Harvesting of winter rice continues. 
of standing crops good. Price of common rice in Angul 20 seers and in 
Khondmals 12 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient, 
5 Puri.—Rainfall nil. Weoathor seasonable. Laghu paddy ripeni d being hi ted. 
Bara sarad in ears and ripening. Biri bein harvested, Bultht om ‘dine pr Perri ageen» 
crop growing well. Pressing of sugarcane 


ing on. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle- 
disease reported from one part of Khurda subdivision. Common rico walle as bilan, : 
Srs. ch. 
Sadar oes see (old) 14 "| 
(old) 14 7 
3 Khurda ° ecw ove (now) 18 6 pper rupee. 
. i4cs (old) 8 
Interior of district eee (new) 18 7J 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Fodder and water sufficient 


Harvesting of winter paddy in full swing. Common ric@ sells at Sadar 14 to 16 eers and 
at. Giridi 14 seers por rupee. 


Ranchi—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of paddy continues. Rive 
sells 16 seers at Sadar and 29 seers in the interior per rupse. Cuattle-disease reported 
from several thanas. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Paddy harvesting in full swing. Rabs. 
doing well. ice selling at Sadar 15{ seers per rupee. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops on ground good. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease reported from Katras, Average price of com- 
mon rice at Sadar 14,', seers and at Gobindpur 14 seers per rupee. Supply suflicient. 


Singhbhum.—Rain nil. Harvesting of winter rico crop has commenced in some parts. 
A full 16-anna crop expected. Average price of rice is 17 seers 10 chitaks in the distriot ; 
at Chaibassa 16 seers. * 


General Summary.—No rain fell during the woek. Sowing of radi continues. 
Harvesting of paddy and pressing of sugarcane in progress. Sowing of poppy approaching 
completion in Bihar. Appearance of insects which are damaging standing are is reported 
from Nabinagar thana in Tippera. *Prospoots of crops, on the whole, good. Fodder sutfticient, 
except in flooded tracts of Midnapore and 24-Parganas. Cattle-disoase reported from some 

of Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions. The price of common rice has fallen in 16 
districts, risen in 11 and is stationary in the rest. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACKE, 


‘Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal 
Revenve Department, 


The 27th November 1900, 
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a Coacuine Taavwio, | M¥RCUANDIOR AnD om TRAPVIO TRAIN-MILEB RUM. 
ist) ee -- oot beste Ted Total earnings. 
« Number of | Coaching Weight aie é ‘Merchan. 
passengers. receipis, B ~ Coaching dice. ‘Total, 
—_—— S$. $s | ica 
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in connection with Sonepur fair and “ Rash Purnamashi.” 
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Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899, 
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Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899—concluded, 
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1900. Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899. 
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Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899—concluded. 1899. 
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Approzimate Return of Traffic for week ended 10th November 1900, on 162-24 miles open. 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE SECOND 
QUARTER OF 1900-1901. 


No. 960B., dated Caloutta, the 22nd November 1900. 


From—P. 0. Mirren, Esa., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 


I am dirécted to submit the following report on the state of the salt 

market for the second quarter of 1900-1901, 

_ ‘Tux Hor’srx Mx. W. B. Oxpmaw, c.1-8. comprising the months of July, August. and 
September 1900. 


2, The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarter 
amounted to 315,493 maunds, as compared with 29,27,325 maunds in the 
previous quarter and 25,99,230 maunds in the corresponding coe of the 
previous year ; and the nett amount of duty levied thereon was Rs. 60,96,387, 
as against Rs. 68,49,893 in the previous quarter and Rs. 60,54,751 im the 


corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
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3. The quintity of locally-made salt removed from the golas in Orissa 
during: the ane and the quantity which remained in store at its close are 








shown in table (I) below :— 


wl 











Mds. 
Balarce at the close of the previous quarter... 8,931,212 
Menufactured or added during the quarter, oonees 
Total vee 8,91,212 
Sold doring the quarter oo ove 14,858 
Wastage on ove ooo eos 2,214 
Total = 17,082 
Balance at the close of the quarter .., we! 8,74,130 


The total sales of locally-made salt during the quarter amounted to 
14,868 maunds, as compared with 18,176 maunds in the previous quarter and 
17,834 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. Duty 
was paid on the full quantity sold. In view of the large stock still remaining 
unsold, and the slowness of deliveries, the price of this salt has recently been 
reduced, 


4. The subjoined table (II) shows in detail the importations into the 
port of Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the quarter, 
as compared with the figures of the corresponding quarters of the last two 
years :— 


Tasix II. 
1898-99. | 1899-1900, 1900-1901, 
Wuence twporrap, 2nd quarter. | 2nd quarter, | 2nd quarter. 






Bees 40D rina 
Aden et io a 833 
Vim Ling we ot ae ine 
POTO ane oe oe 5 5 
en ee, Bee == A 
Onddatore .; ved id rf 6 
ie se rs 10,900 rogas 
vo-bea Ba se | 214,881 93,796 
Total 29,046,004 | 98,61,170 









© 6. Table IIT shows the quantity of sca-imported salt’ remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter, as comnpaied with the results of the © 
previous four quarters :— 











Taste III. 
Second quarter); Third quarter |Fourth quarter | First quarter \Second rter 
Watzns story. | of 1899-1900, Of 1800-1900, | of 1800-1900. | of 1000100. | or tacteant® 
St 
: 1 2 8 | ‘ | 5 | 6 
Mads, » Mads, Mds. Mda, Mads, 
Sulkea Government Salt Golas oe os 24,17,957 24,85,00 18,76,601 0,08,927 98, 
Kidderpore Dock ditto __... on ian 6,61,160 7,00,220 ati 18s ond "as ose 
Chittagans p oN rmpea hg! eed , aa 170,08 1,28,906 76,509 60,773 
va 2210 | ee : 
z an) (private bonded salt warehouses) 1! 51,201 sane Peytcd 13,401 
reine + ditto ) i 1,696 2,416 324 4,261 
ditto ditto 310 6,040 7003 | segues 
to ditto 10,400 2,828 1,126 900 2,656 
Bhaireb Bazar ditto ditto os 25, 21,000 12, 24,580 
Jhalakati ditto ditto 19,641 $1,198 25,378 16,212 590 
4 ——— | | | 
‘ Total ow $2,37,838 34,80,806 27,02,600 16,08, 602 20,87,704 





6. The despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three railways 
passing through the several pass-stations into the interior of the country, both 
east and west of the river Hooghly, as well as the despatches by steamers and 
flats during the grant and the corresponding quarters of the last two years, 
are shown in table (1V) below:— 




































































Tasix LV. 
; = TSE | re © | By srmascens 
Br'wWArEs. | Br Bar. | AND PLATS, 
By the Basi- Saad “ 
ern . juan tit, 
Penson, via wt}, fener despatehad jgoante 
via Vid Gows: Indian | tal and into the | tohed 
Balikbal, Sankrail, ib i il South-East. interior pets 
_ * jern Railways! (excluding | 1°, 
* | or eid Chit-| “Orixsa), ~ 
ur, 
a 
1 2 | 8 4 7 | 8 | 9 | 10 | u 
Mads. Mads. Mads, Mads, Mda, Maa, 
jecond qvarte: x 1 1,298,412 | 56,767 | 86,376 | 1,88,401 | 880 | 6,066,589 4,06,370 | 8,832,240 | 15,600 
Becomes of 1800-1000. Lonans | ensue | gr'3g2 81,882 | 2,26,40° | 4, | 577,081 5,023,760 |  8,96,108 | 20,600 
Ditto of 1900-101... | 1,60,172 | 1,209,254] 52,505 | 93,775 | 274.001 | | 677,824 5,458,003 | 3,16,617 | 15,620 
| 

















7. The quantity of salt despatched by the East Indian Railway to stations 
beyond Buxar during the quarter amounted 
: Ms to" 1,215 maunds as noted in the margin, 
pin a a .. 8i0 against 8,149 maunds and 10 seers in the 
September ,, 406 previous quarter and 9,094 maunds and 20 
Total ve 115 seers in the corresponding quarter of the 

' previous year. 


3 i tpetre removed from the refineries during the 
cliegt Ma ; nace phe a nomena to 8,317 maunds, as pene with 
4,714 maunds in the previous quarter and 1,965 maunds in the corresponding 

ee 1 salt during th xter for the port of 
i iv salt duri e quaxter for the oO 

9 Feteoetine, ot thc pcblichet market econ, encore to 24,658 tons. 
It is reported that one sailing vessel was en route for Calcutta at the close of 
the quarter with 2,500 tons of salt from Hamburg. 











__. 10. Table V shows: Ai amerege wholesale price per 100 maunds of 
- Liverpool and other descriptions of salt during each Sripiabt aot ths guar 


Taste V. 
Fortnight ct) Wortnight |. Wostnight «| «Portales, | Fortnigks | Mortaight 
Duscarprion ov Sax. org Ai a i A Be Ba 
1 | » | . 


















Re. A. P. Re. a, P. Re. A. 2. Be. a. 

Liv | panga oo 6 68 6 3 4 oo00 313 4 
Hamburg ~~ 6210 0 5660 0 5412 0 sies0e 

Muscat ditto — ae 4613 4 000 00 370 0 

i 63 0 60 0 0 47 610 236 

“6 0 6 00 a6 00 “a 00 

sseeee ois 4 68 6 “8 0 

673 wo4 w28 





11. The following table (VI) shows the quantity of ‘sea-imported salt 
admitted into bond and cleared from bond and shipboard at the several outports 
and inland warehousing stations :— ‘ ‘i 


Tasrz VI. 









ADMITTED INTO Bonn, 






Port on 
Bratiox, Description of salt, 





Second 
juarter of 
1900, 









quarter of 
1900-1901, 





No transactions in sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter , 
from Cuttack and Puri. 









RESOLUTION REVIEWING THE REPORTS ON THE WORKING OF | 
sn8 ALINIES IN BENGAL DURING THE YEAR 1899-1900. 





MUNICIPAL DEPART WE NT.—MUNICIPAL, 
* RESOLUTION —No. 3383M. 
; Culeutta, the 80ih Novemb.r 1900, 


Reap — 
‘The Reports from the several Commissioners of Divisions on the working of Muni- 
cipalities in Bengal (except Calcutta) during the year 1899-1900. 
Read again— 
The Resolution reviewing the Divisioual Commissioners’ Reports ou the working 
of Municipalities during the year 1898-29, 


The number of municipalities in Bengal during the year ending with 
31st March 1900 was 153, Two new municipalities were formed during the 
eur by the subdivision into smaller bodies of existing municipalities which 
had been found too large for efficient administration. The population 
within municipal limits therefore remained practically stationary, the slight 
variation from the previous year’s figures being due to the alteration of certain 
municipal boundaries, According to the census figures of 1891 the population 
of the 153 municipal towns is 2,730,809. 

2. The total number of rate-payers rose from 467,240 in 1898-99 to 
469,669, representing 17:2 per cent. of the municipal et aoc as against 17-1 
in the previvus year. The increase is due to consi erable additions in the 
Bhag.lpur Municipality, where the number rose from 6,289 in the previous year 
to 10,233. But for this, there would have been a decrease. With reference to 
the falling off of 2,057 in the number of rate-payers in the municipali ies of the 
Presidency Division as compared with the previous year, the Commissioner 
remarks that the reason of the variations, which are most marked in towns where 
the tax on persons is in force. is that, when names of rate-payers who have ceased 


. to oceupy holdings are struck off the demand roll, sufficient efforts are not made 


to maintain the balance by the assessment of new residents, and that many 
persons thus escape taxation altogether. ‘This remark is of general ap lication, 
and it is adits that the resu:ts of the forthcoming census will disclose a 
percentuge of rate-payers decidedly lower than that at present recorded. _ ‘The 
percentage of rate-payers to population varied between 32:2 at Noakhali and 
6:1 at Kurseong. Taking Divisional averages, the pies exceeded the 
rovincial average in the Presidency (19°38), Chittagong (18°5), and Burdwan 
(18:49) Divisions, whilst the rest fell below it, In the Bhagalpur Division 
all the municipalities, except yrs puel =e Sahibganj, show an iucrease, and 
as risen from 12°65 to 1°1, 
a Sones the working of municipalities during 1898-99, Government 
had occasion to comment on the extraordinarily large reduction in the number of 
assessees which the figures submitted to Government by the Darbhanga Munici- 
pulity showed to have been effected by an objection committee, and the 
ntion of the local officers was drawn to the mutter. It is now reported 
t those figures were altogether erroneous. The correct figures show that 
the revision of assessment made in 1897-98 and 1898-99 raised the number of 
assessees by 2,534, or by 37 per cent., and the demand on account of personal 
tax by Rs 13,146 or 59 per cent. The figures of 1899-1900 show a reduction 
on ‘dane of 1898 99 of 2 pr cent in the number of assessees, and of 15 per cent, 
in the demand; and it is reported that during tho current year there has been 
-yery large ‘Asvilior reduction. ‘I'he Commnissioner obseryes that the reduction, 
very. to made during the current year, is enormous and appears tu be 
difficult to justify. ‘The explanation given by the Chairman is that the revision 
of assess! at was not properly done, and that the remissions whici haye been 
ted ot carefully made and were justified. Tne matter will doubtless be 
ei So cdered during the current your by the local officers. It is clear that 
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the Darbhanga Municipality has not yet attained to the first essential of muni- 
cipal administration; that is, reasonable assessment of the property within it. 
Both the percentage of rate-payers to population and the incidence of taxation 
in this municipality are for 1899-1900 below the Divisional, and still farther 
below the Provincial average, and it a pears that a still further reduction will 
be made during the current year. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that no 
time will be lost in putting the assessment on a final and satisfactory basis, 

3. Results of elections held during the year.—A general election 6f Com- 
missioners under the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, took place during the 
on the expiry of the term of office of those who were elected in 1896-97, 
The results of the general elections, and of the bye-elections held during the 
year, are given in Appendix B. These were contested in 251 cases out of 
457, and the percentage of voters was fairly high, In 5 cases the elections 
failed, owing to candidates not being nominated within the prescribed time or 
for other reasons, The average percentage of attendance of voters in contested 
elections was 43°93, against 40-9 in the general election of 1896-97, It is 
reported that generally a considerable amount of interest was taken in the 
elections, but it is nowhere stated what the questions were that aroused this 
interest ; and, so far as can be gathered from the various reports, the issues lay 
generally rather between men than between measures, ‘The incidénce of 
municipal taxation, and the range of the objects to which its proceeds can be 
Tr are far more strictly limited in Bengal than in England, and Bengal 
cannot, therefore, be expected to show any such general division as that which 
exists in England between municipal parties. Contests were most general and 
keenest in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. Regarding the former of 
these, the Commissioner observes that the party spirit manifested in the majority 
of ys municipalities situated on the Kast Indion Railway was of an unhealthy 
kind, 

4. The following table shows the composition of the municipal bodies 
in each Division at the close of the year :— 
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The variations from the figures of the previous year are slight, except in 
the case of school-masters other than Government servants, and medical 
practitioners. The landholding classes and members of the legal profession 
continued to provide the great majority of the Commissioners, 

5, Attendance at meetings,—There were in all 2,515 meetings held during 
the year, against 2,586 in 1898-99, Of these, 243, or 9°6 per cent., Were 
unsuccessful or had to be adjourned, as against 227 meetings, or 8-7 per cent., 
in the previous year. ‘T'wenty-five municipalities against 31 in the previous 

earheld more than 20 meetings, whilst 25 municipalities failed to hold at 
east one meeting every month. At Sherpur in the ymensingh district the 
Commissioners convened the largest number of meetings, viz., 45, of which, 
however, i8 were unsuccessful. Ranaghat comes next with 31 meetings, of 
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which 4 were unsuccessful. The municipalit of Sahibganj in the Sonthal 
Parganas held only 7 meetings, all suocessful, with an average attendance 
of 42 per cent. of the members, The important municipality of Garden Reach 
has failed to hold 12 meetings during the year in two successive years, 
and an explanation on this point has been called for. In 69 municipalities, 
as 2 cami in 1898-99, an average of more than one-half of the total number 
of Commissioners attended at each meeting, The highest percentages of 
attendance were 82 at Kamarhati, 78 at Patuakhali and Jagdispur, 75 at 
Ss anaagge OH 72 at Baduria, Dumraon and Colgong, and 71 at Cossipore- 
Chitpur ; whilst the lowest was 23 at Meherpur. 

* On the whole, the number of meetings held and the average attendance 
at meetings appears to have been satisfactory and sufficient for practical admin- 
istrative purposes. 

6. Assessments and taxation.—The statement in Appendix C shows the 
mode of assessment prevailing in each municipality in the Province, the per- 
centage at which the tax was levied, and the results of revision of assessment 
made during the year. Of the rates generally levied, those on holdings and 
on persons, the former was in force in 40 towns, and the latter in the 
remainder, with the exception of Bhadreswar and Pari, where both forms of tax 
ation were in force in different wards. The rate on holdings was levied at the 
maximum rates prescribed by law in all but 11 towns, in which Howrah and 
Darjeeling are included. ‘Ihe tax on persons is levicd on the principle of 
apportionment of the taxation ascertained to be necessary among the rate-payers 
according to their circumstances and therefore varies in each town in which it is 
in force. ° : 

Of special rates, the latrine-rate was levied in 93 towns on sliding scales or 
at rates varying from 10 to 3} per cent. A water-rate was levied in 9 towns 
which are provided with a filtered water-supply. 

7. The incidence of municipal taxation (excluding Calcutta) varied 
between Ks, 7-2-4 at Darjeeling and 4 annas at Bazitpur in the district of 
Mymensingh. The average for the whole Province was Re 1-i-6, showing 
an increase of nine pies per head since the previous year. In 54 towns, against 
46 in 1898-99, the incidence of taxation exceeded one rupee per head of 
population, and it was below 8 annas in 38 towns, against 40 in the previous 

ear. 
¥ 8. Revision of assessment.—A revision of assessment, general or partial, 
came into force during the year in several municipalities, the best financial 
results being attained in the following towns :— 


Name or Mount- Amount of Name or Munr- Amount of 
CIPALITY. increase, CIPALITY, increase. 
Rs. Rs. 

i ane vse 28,690 Hajipur eee we = 546 
nena? 2" ae « —14,086 Santipur “s3 oe =: 1,828 
Darjeeling ise w- = -9,816 Monghyr and ww» ~—-:1,258 
Pabna toe «8,097 | Purulia an we (1,252 
Barisal eee eee 2,585 Faridpur “ia we 1,168 
Muzaffarpur ne so 2,800 Lalganj _ oe ve. SO 
Arrah an oe = 2,298 Raniganj Sea vee 1,062 
South Barrackpore ... we =—-:1,561 


of the increase in Bhagalpur, which was very large, was effected 
in "og “i the water-rate, which has been doubled. The Commissioner 
observes that this has given rise to much grumbling, as the service has not im- 
‘proved. One chief obstacle in the way of improvement has been lack of funds, 
and as this has now been removed, reforms should be speedily effected. 
The same officer brings to notice a number of instances of apparently unequal 
assess i hyr. fe 
: gland oF Midnapore reports that the enhaycement obtained by 
the revision of assessment in the Midnapore Maia was followed by 
liberal reductions granted by Appeal Committees, so that the net result was @ 
smallincrease of Its. 513 in the Sasa) A general revision of assessment in 
the Kharar Municipality by a Sub-Committee of the Commissioners was held 
null and void, it being found that the demand was considerably reduced without 

















assigning any reasons for it. On the subject of revision of assessments the Com- ~ 
missioner of the Presidency Division observes:— AE Oy ae ay 
“The inconsistencies in the system of taxation noticed in the previous reports still 
exist, and will not be removed until Municipal Commissioners become more alive to the 
importance of adequately assessing the rate-payers, in which duty they often fall short 
for fear of becoming unpopular, and the only alternative is to have the assessments properly 
made by outside or pe onc as has been done in the South Suburban Municipality 
under the special order of Government under section 1,1A of the Bengal Municipal “Act.” 


The difficulty, however, of obtaining the services of a suitable assessor ata * 
rice. which municipalities can afford to pay is very clearly jointed out and 

instanced by the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, who suggot the entertain- 
ment by Government of a permanent trained staff of professional assessors to 
be paid by regular pro rata contributions from municipalities. The suggestion 
is one of considerable practical importance, and will be separately considered 
by Government. 

9. Demands, collections, remissions and outstanaings on account of taxes.—The 
fullowing table compares the totals under these heads for the year 1899-1900 
with those of the previous five years :— 





Se eee 
DEMANDS, | CoLLEcTioNs, | REMIssIONS. 
Pertent Percent-| Percen " 





The noticeable features of this table are the increase in the amount actually 
collected and the reduction of the outstanding balance. 

‘There was an increase of 2 per cent, in the collection of current demand 
as compared with the previous year, and, although the proportion of gross 
collections to current demand has fallen slightly from 95°5 per cent. in 
1898-99 to 95°3 per cent. in 1899-1900, the Municipal Committees have, on the 
whole, done well in the collection of their revenues. The growth in the 
mec both arrear and current, is, however, an unsatisfactory feature in 
this table. 

10, he table below shows the percentages of collection attained by the 
municipalities in each Livision as compared with the previous year :— 








—————————————— 
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Prom © to? percent, ...) 10 | 12 5 16 | 6 a9 
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Total numberof municipal-| 27 | 27 u ty 188 


Of the divisional groups, the first place is as usual taken by Dacca, which 
’ shows a further creditable advance on the satisfactory collections of the 
previous year, the percentage standing at 93:2, against 92°7 in 1898-99, Sixteen 





out of the seventeen municipalities in the Division realised over 90 per cent. 
of their gross demands, the only exception being the small armen s of 
te) 


Nalchiti in the Backerganj district, where collections were delayed by the detec- 
tion of frauds in the office and the prosecution of the accountant. The Chitta- 
gong Division with an average collection of 81:1 per cent. of the demand, comes 
next. Good results were also obtained generally by the municipalities in the 
Patna, Rajshahi, Bhagalpur and Orissa Divisions. ‘The average percentage of 
collections in the Presidency Division shows a satisfactory improvement from 
80:9 in 1898-99 to 85°3, whilst the percentage in the Burdwan Division, 66°28, 
although it shows some improvement over the previous year, was the lowest 
in the Province. f 

11, Of individual municipalities, in 51 against 42 in the previous year 


over 95 cent, of the total demand was collected, the following 25 towns 
showing the most satisfactory results :— 

_ Name or Total § Percentage = Total Outstanding 

Moniciraity, demand. of collection. remission. balance. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Deoghur ose oe 6,246 100 ose 
Tamluk toe o. =: 616 99°99 1 “ 
Gaya eee «» 65,187 99°8 110 on 
Tikari «se we 5,746 99°8 6 1 
Jhalakati on ve ~—- 5,879 99°6 18 AY 
Narainganj “a v» 50,351 99°4 187 140 
Dumraon es Pe 99-4 84 5 
Sitamarhi eee oe =: 6 388 99°4 82 vee 
Titagar of a. 14,930 99°83 104 a 
Lalganj don we > 4,481 99°3 24 6 
Khulna ove +o 10,784 99°0 59 46 
Basitpur ra vs 2,886 989 24 
Roserah toe ww. 8,420 98-9 36 wae 
Daltonganj... we 6,848 98-87 48 12 
Mahechpur —... cakt: RATA 98°8 12 4 
Hojipur pic 8,818 98:7 109 cae 
Madhubani we 6,971 98°7 85 she 
Jagdispur tL .» 8,887 98°64 52 Na 
Pirojpur ms vee "6,082 986 44 33 
Chagda 5 we 8,219 98°6 62 16 
Chandrakona = w. we 4,478 98°6 87 24 
Meherpur ws 2,500 98:5 28 12 
Biwan dee «. 8,167 98°3 95 40 
Sherpur (Bogra) ws 6,530 98'1 29 74 
Basirbat see v  5,609 98:0. 82 29 


These results reflect great credit on the administration of the muni- 
cipalities concerned, and show that, where energy and attention are devoted to 
the work of collection, the municipal dues can be collected practically in full 

isti es. 
mei the lution recorded by Government on the working of muni- 
ipalities during 1898-99, Howrah and Darbhanga were nbdticed as the most cons- 
us exam of failure in the matter of collections, In the latter munici- 
vality diane been, in the year under review, a very great improvement, 
ntage of collections having risen from 50:3 to 79°7, This result has 
Been apron ined, as noticed in paragraph 2 above, partly by making large 
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reductions in the demand. But the amount actually collected has risen from 
Rs. 25,974 to Rs, 81,860, a result which is stated by the Commissioner to be due 
entirely to the exertions of the District Magistrate. As is explained in the 
Magistrate’s report the municipality has been endeavouring to arrive at a 
demand which is really realisable, in place of an im inary and irrecoverable 
one; and, until this is done, the percentage of collections to the demand 
affords no criterion of administration. Meantime, the improvement on the 
previous year is undoubted, and the municipslity is to be congratulated on it, 

. In Howrah, on the other hand, the previous unsatisfactory state of things 
has continued. The percentage of total collections was 90°6 of the current and 
69°06 of the total demand, and, in spite of largely increased remissions, the 
enormous outstanding demand has continued stationary. It is unnecessary for 
the purposes of this review to deal at any length with the reasons of the exis. 
tence of this state of affairs. They have already been the subject of a special 
enquiry by the Commissioner whose report has been submitted to Government, 
and who has been requested to formulate proposals for removing the various 
defects which he has enumerated. It is sufficient to observe that the report 
in question indicates clearly the gravest lack of organisation, The Lieutenant- 
Governor trusts that the measures to be taken for the introduction of a better 
system will be effectual and will be promptly introduced. 

Specially unsatisfactory results are noticeable in Bally, where the percent- 

age of total collections to total demand was 53°03, Bhadreswar (63°6) and 
ooghly-Chinsura (54-1). The administration of the collection department in 
these and several other municipalities of the Burdwan Division requires the 
special attention of the Commissioner. There is also a noticeable deterioration 
in the Bhagalpur Municipality, where the total sum collected fell off from 

Rs. 87,791 to Rs. 83,161, and the percentage of collections to demand from 
77°88 to 69:9. The principal cause of this was the uncalled for delay of an 
objection committee in disposing of objections. This is the more unfortunate 
since, as has been previously remarked by Government, the finances of this 
municipality have been in disorder for some time, Better results are now 
anticipated from the stricter control which has been obtained by the appoint- 
ment of a new Chairman, and it is to be hoped that the anticipation will not 
be disappointed. 

12, Tho average porcentage of remissions for the whole Province rogo 
from 4:9 in 1898-99 to 64 during 





Divinrons, _Pereentage of remissions. Ontatand wine Pann aad the ear under review; but it is 

1898-99. 1899-190. 1898-99, 1899-1900. gatig actory to notice that with this 

Rs. Res. slight increase in the remissions 

oe On eT eae ae ee outstanding balance fell from 

Rajshai 60 45 26,314 28,489 169 to 148 per cent. of the total 

Dacca vo 35 #1 ee} iss, = demand. —s- The marginally-noted 
Jt Dy, oo ° y! 

lg eae 34° 43,045 87,149 figures compare the percentages of 

Bhagalpar eis $? £6,868 92.28? remissions and the outstanding 

88a oe ‘) . i ivisi i 
tae tans ee Hi 20,166 14.967 balances in each Division during the 


years 1898-99 and 1899-1900, 

There was a marked increase in the percentage in the Burdwan and Chota 
Nagpur Divisions. In the Patna Division, with a reduction in the percentage of 
remissions from 5°4 to 8-4, the outstanding balance also was reduced rom 
Rs, 43,045 to Rs. 87,149. Taking the case of individual municipalities, the largest 
remissions were allowed in the municipalities of Garden Reach (22°0), Bhadreswar 
(19°2), Darbhanga (17-9), Chatra (17-2), Serampore (144), Lohardaga , 13°5), 
Baduria (12:0), Hooghly and Chinsura (11°8), an Jangipur (115), At Garden 
Reach the large remissions were due to the old and irrecoverable arrears handed 
over to the new municipality by the South Suburban Municipality and ‘to in- 
equitable assessment. ‘T'he case of Darbhanga is, as already noticed, a special 
one, 

13. Fresh imposte levied during the year.—Fees for the registration of carts 
were levied for the first time in the municipalities of Mukta achha, Netrokona 
and Brahmanberia, A water-rate for the supply of filtered” water was for the 
first time levied at Berhampore. Fees under Part 1X of the Bengal Municipal 
Act for the cleansing of private prives were also levied for the first time at 
Muzaffarpur and Hazaribagh and in portions of the municipalities of Arambagh,, 





Rajpur, Garulia and Bhatpara. License-fees under section 261 were also levied. 
for the first time at Samastipur, Netrokona and Muktagachha, Fees ai Hi 
_ Hackney Carriage Act were levied for the first time in the Barasat Munici- 
pality. At Howrah the fees under section 189 of the Act for the removal of 
rubbish, which had practically never been realised before, were collected to. 
a considerable extent. 
14. Income and ecxpenditure.—The following table shows separately for 
each Division the opening and closing balances, the income and the expenditure 
of its municipalities during 1898-99 and 1899-1900 :— 


Opening balance. | Income during the 
Nawm ov ane 


Division. iaeranie, 
1898-09. | 1899-1900.) 1898-99, 


Total funds available 
for expenditure, 








Total expenditure, | Closing balance, 







1899-1900, 1898-99, 1sa.1o, | 1898-09. | 1899-1900. 


8 
Rs. Rs, Re. Rs. 












Burdwan ry 66,793 62,123 9,605,046 | 11,00,458 | 10,82,787 | 11,608,581 70,61 1 12 
dency ... | 1,09,889 | 1,43,135 7,71,211 8,(/2,250 8,81,050 | 9,45,385 137, 1,66:533 

w+ | 26,888] 27,189 3,83, 150 5,038,196 | 10,038 530,38 77,010 

Dacca «| 46,082 | 59,652 8,98,641 4,10,377 4,464,063 | 4,70,029 05,738 
Chittagong =...) 18,045 | 16,083 1,13,818 120,764 1,20,863 1,836,847 12,029 
tne “ 91,475 | 1,15,146 7,038,234 7,01,078 7,94,700 8, 16,294 1,03;568 
Bbagalpur pa 29,007 87,708 204,891 8,190,220 3,23,058 3,566,987 69,695 
es 7,590 8,177 1,17,767 1,25,326 1,25,347 1,383,603 8,434 

Chota Nagpur .., 10,252 14,935, 97,603 1,11,763 07,945, 1,26,093 26,204 




















42,00,441 






4,846,148 | $8,46,340 42,47,310 | 46,84,589 


» 15, Closing balances of Municipalities.—There was an increase in the aggre- 
ate closing balances of the municipalities from Rs. 4,84,135 to Rs, 6,01,419. 
n several cases funds are being accumulated for schemes of sanitation or other 

municipal reforms, and in some, money was reserved in hand for probable 
plague charges. The savings effected in estimated expenditure during the 
year, and the inability to fully utilise loan funds during the year, also led to 
the increase of closing balances. In the following cases, among others, no 
satisfactory explanation has been furnished of the failure of the Commissioners 
to utilise the funds at their disposal :— 


Total i Name of Total — Giogi 
‘Maniipalty, income falance. | Municipality income balance 
Rs. Rs. . Rs. Rs. 
Katwa we a 9,511 2,077 Ranoghat .,. = 28,637 2,056 
Dainhat b- ti 4,366 1,018 Birnagar ... doi 5,662 2,446 
Sovamukhi .., bas 8,985 2,106 Kandi ee ws =—:10, 808 2,884 
Ghatal ees w. —:10,554 2,446 Old Malda ... oo» =—-6, 287 1,749 
Chandrakona owe 7,761 2,334 Jhalda eee ww» =—- 6,085 1,292 
Santipur... «» 86,497 6,080 Ranchi ose ww» = 86,922 6,240 


Basirhat ... «» —-8, 206 1,960 


On the atin hand, the following municipalities ended the year with practically 
uo closing balance :— 


Total sin, a f Total ii 
‘Maniapality income falance. | afunipaliy income Saaaee 
Rs, Re. Rs. Re. 
Bansberia a. ve = 8188 163 Knushtia hes sw» 8,622 79 
- South Suburban we 82,218 176 Debhata ove oe — 25607 88 
Jainagar aw we 7,789 30 Kishanganj ..- we 8,908 26 
South Barrackporo + 20,148 1 | Jajpur ee = 18,268 116 
~* Bhatpara fn we «404 94 ; 


sng. tement in Appendix E shows the details of total income under 
Sa dei for each Division daring the years 1898-99 and 1899-1900, 
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and the following figures give the difference between the receipts of the two 
years for the whole Province :—— 












Totul Comparison witn 1898-99, 


Heap or Revenve. receipts, 
1899-1900, 

















1 












1, Municipal rates and taxes— Rs. Rs. 
(a) Tax on houses and lands... | 10,67,666 16,436 15 
(5) ,, on animal and vehicles .., 2,25,697 16,568 79 
¢) _,, on professions and trades 50,431 1,576 3:2 
d) Pole on roads and at ferries...|  1,31,275 ie 119 
+) Water-rate ae eo | 2,26,910 26,296 115 
Lighting rate <.. w | 60,288 6,935 9-8 
(g) Oonservancy (including sea-| 6,41,610 69,227 10:7 
venging and latrine rates). 
(4) Tax on persons according to| 4,66,699 16,503 28 
circumstances and property. : 
i) Miscellancous (penalties, &0,) 20,962 sts 13-6 
2. lizations under special Acts ... 96,505 oes 28 
3. Revenue derived from municipal | 8,35,953 1,877 4 
property and powers apart from 
taxation. 
4. Grants and contributions (for gen-| 2,53,909 1,06,455 72:1 
eral and special purposes). 
5. Miscellaneous ay 96,581 | , 20,415 26:8 - 
6, Extraordinary and debt— ; 
(4) Sale-proceeds of Government 15,524 eee 82*4 
securities and withdrawals 
from Savings Bank. 
” Loans oak «| 1,49,100 47,950 47-4 
(c) Realizations of sinking fund for 2,481 121 5-2 
repayment of loans. ~ 
(d) Advances ad «| 1,80,908 81,654 21:2 
(e) Deposits a we {> 78,087 26,489 48°5 
Total «+. | 42,00,441 8,85,002 
Net increase rer abs 8,54,092 9-2 





17. Of the total increase in income shown above, the portion derived 
from taxation, which is a permanent and genuine increase, amounted to 
Rs. 1,830,893. The increase was shared by all fire Divisions, except Bhagalpur, 
and was largest in the Burdwan Division. It is shown by divisional groups 
in the following table :— 





Names ov Divisions, 


Yuan, 


048 16,672 63 
ties | Sigase| Riese | Stes 











_ 18. Tax on houses and lands.—This tax yielded a revenue of Rs, 10,67,666, 
which is Rs. 16,436, or 1°5. per cent. in excess of the income during the 
previous year. The increase was shared by the Burdwan, Rajshahi, Ori 
and Chota Nagpur Divisions, whilst there was a falling off of revenue in the 
remaining five Divisions, The largest increase occurred in the Burdwan and ~ 
Rajshahi Divisions of Rs. 16,264 and Rs, 8,868, respectively, whilst the increase 












visions although ém in amount, rproand iat 10% cottage 
‘2 per cent. ‘in the Chota pie Divis The so 

occurred in the B: t Division. Taking individual muni- 
} the largest fluctuations occurred in the following -— a 









@of Municipality. Imorease.. "Name of Municipality. Scena 

 Burdwon 5,091 Raniganj yr 1,404 

"Howrah ste 3,967 South Suburban ,, 4,731 

by linwhiy-Untesere -... MBI lle Kriskiager a 4,595 

. Bhadreswar bes 2,797 Santipur fa 4,524 

| Cossipore-Ohitpur .., 7,085 Dacea la 1,044 

Maniktola ssi 2,705 Barisal -% 2,748 

- Darjeoling ba 7,627 Patna a 5,529 

Darbhanga EN 2,946 Bhagalpur ab 4,278 
Puri 3 2,220 


_ Increase in the demand or improvement in collections account for the 
increases shown above, while the several decroases are ascribed, in Dinapore to 
the appearance of plague, and in other towns to laxity in administration. To 
this, however, Patna is ari exception. The decrease in the sum collected is due, 
not to any falling off in the standard of collections, but to the diminution of 
_ the outstanding arrear demand. In the year under review the total edllections 
exceeded the current demand'and the arrear balance was still further reduced. 
This result is extremely creditable to the municipality, the more so since the 
_ number of rate-payers which it ¢ontaitis very greatly exceeds that in any 
mufassal town in the province. 
19. Tax on animals ani vehicles, The aggregate receipts rose from 
Rs, 2,09,129 in 1898-99 to Rs. 2,25,697, showing an improvement of Rs. 16,568, 
or 7-9 per cent. The increase was stared by all the Divisions, except 
Rajshahi end Bhagalpur, where there was a small falling off of Rs. 608 and 
Rs. 56 respectively. The nr 2 inerease occurred in the Patna’and Burdwan 
Divisions, and amounted to 8° 7,417 and» Rs 5,115, respectively. Large 
increases are returned by the meee ern of Howrah Rs. (4,017); Jessore 
1,541, against a total revenue of Rs. 780 in' 1898-99), Patna (Rs, 1,861), 
“UObapra (Rs, 1,424), and Darbhanga (Rs. 1,227). At Howrah the incteaso was 
mg only, being due to the hase of the income from this source due from 
Corp of Calcutta for the sccond’half-year of 1898-99 having been 
credited during the year. At Jessore; as in the other two towns the increases 
was the reasult of better collections. It is noteworthy thatthe revenue: from 
‘this source of the small muncipality of Baraset in the Presidency Division, 
whi unted to Rs. 5,317, was'the largest in the whole Division. 
20. Lax on professions and trades—The revenue of Rs. 50,431 shows a 
~gmall improvement of Ra, 1,576, or 3'2 per cent, “The largest increase of 
2 occurred in the Patna-Division, and was contributed by the Patna 
lity, where the increase of Rs, 1,392 was due to more efficient 
on. ‘The income fell off in the Burdwan and Smet ivi- 
Divisions in which an increase would’ naturally’ be looked for: 
i ‘collections under this head, the Commissioners of the — 
by "er hin to fe rail ed meee fees and thus 
‘check'on the license . As is remarked by | er, 
a register is un Obvious necessity, and should be' opened in other muni- 
where it is not kept at present. Bad trade in some places and laxity 
jpervision in others wore responsible for the falling off of income in h 
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21. Zolls on rouds and at ferries. -are nowhere levied on a 
in Bengal, nor do fp arco the Chota Nagpur Division derive 
income from ferries, ' The revenue fell from Rs, 1,49,066 to Rs. 1,31,275, te 
by Rs, 17,791, or 119 per cent, The receipts ‘rose only in the Duce, 
Division, and were almost stationary in the Presidency and Chi Divi- | 
sions. There was a reduction in the remaining Divisions, the ats) 
decline of Rs, 9,01 1, and Rs, 5,283 occurring in the Patna and B Ipur | 
Divisions. The Municipal Commissioners of Patna remitted a sum of Rs, 3833. 
on account of ferry rents to compensate the lessee for the loss of income on the 
occasion of the Sonepore Fair due to the appearance of the plague. Arrears. 
to the amount of Rs. 5,465 were realised by the Commissioners in the previous 
year, which accounts for the Comparative decline in the present year. The — 
decrease in the Bhagalpur Division -was shared by the municipalities of 
Monghyr (Rs. 1,450) and Bh pur (Rs. 3,833). In the former the decrease 
was dus to default on the part of a farmer, and in the latter to the deposit 
of earnest money on account of a ferry having been wrongly credited to the — 
ferry accounts in January 1898. In ‘the Burdwan Division the bulk of the © 
decrease occurred at Burdwan, owing to the settlement of the ferries at a. 
smaller rent during the year. The increase in the Dacca Division occurred 
mainly in the Dacca Municipality, where it was due to the realization of 
arrears. 

22. Water-rate.—This rate is levied innine towns where water-works have - 
been installed, against eight in the previous year. At Dacca the Commissioners 
levy no rate for the water su plied, Deducting Rs. 7,971, the receipts accruing 
tothe Berhampore Municipality. for the first time, the revenues in the remaiaing 
eight towns show an increase of Rs. 18,325, the receipts in them having risen 
from Rs. 2,00,614 to Rs. 2,18,939, The increase was shared mainly by the 
municipalities of Howrah (Rs. 5,986), Burdwan (Rs. 3,728), Cossipore-Chitpur 
(Rs, 4,214), and Bhagalpur (Rs. 5,7 10). The levy of an increased rate and 
adoption of coercive measures led to the improvement in the collections at 
these places. At Darjeeling the receipts declined by Rs, 3,447, owing to 
the reduction of the rate from. 3} to 22 per cent. on the annual value of 
holdings, and also to the suspension of the collection of the rate after the 

isastrous cyclone and landslips of 24th September 1899, ‘ 

23. Lighting-rate-—This rate is levied only inthe municipalities of Howrah : 
and Dacian In the former the receipts declined from Rs. 45,112 to 
Rs, 44,789, whilst in the latter they rose from Rs, 9,241 to Rs. 15,499. The 
decline at Howrah was due to a uniform rate of 3 per cent. being levied 
throughout the municipality in lieu of the 33 percent. rate which was hitherto | 
in force in some portions of it. At Dostosling the rate, which was raised 
from 2 to 2} per cent., was levied throughout the year, whilst in 1898.99 
the rate was only in force for a portion of the pew. EA 

24. Conservancy, including scavenging and latrine rates,—The income under — 
this head rose from Rs, 5,72,233 to Rs, 6,41,510, resulting in. the - large” 
advance of Rs. 69,227, or 10:7 cent., on the receipts of the previous year. 

arge increases have acc every year, and the total .revenue, which — 
& at Rs. 4,50,747 in 1894-95, ,has ‘risen by Rs. 1,90,763 in five years, | 
gr Rs. 38,152 a year on the average. The imposition of a latrine-tax. is. 
. fou ly recognised as the most 


Rs. ; BS BR: 
owrah ai tagarh =, suitable means of raising the revenue 
Seeee aie "2318 Decfeling .. Sa76 necessary for an efficient system of 
Cussipore-Chit- Barisal oe 2,694 conservancy in municipalities ‘where 
pur 2481 | Purulia = 11) 8)906 4c PONG IIE gm cA 
South Barrack= the.revenue from other sources does — q 
POF em, S016 Not suffice to meet all, requirements, 


i T _ municipalities Separately, 
the langest increase occurred in the towns bite the margin. 2 4) it \\ppaiee) 
._ Several municipalities continued their efforts towards making their trench- _ 
ing-grounds a source of income, but on the whole with v little success. 
_ 20. Tax on persons accrding to thei circumstances and property.—The- ¢ 
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26. Taking the rate on holdings and the tax on ersons together, the 
total receipts rose during the year hone Rs. 16,02,426 to ie. 16,34,305, : 

irs 7. Grants Jrom Provincial and Local Funds.—The contributions received 
by municipalities from Provincial and Local Funds and from the sources shown 
in detail in mppenar L, rose from Rs, 1,35,409 to Rs. 2,47,292, the increase 

in the contributions under all three heads “Medical,”  Kducation” 
_ and “ Other purposes.” The contributions are classified as follow:— 
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16,042 49,426 66,220 |  1,81,688 
Education “ 3,009 | = 687 1,844 5,390 
Other purposes “n 78,909 9,482 21,828 1,10,214 
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2,47,292 





~ 28. Gifts of money or land and works of public utility executed by private 
_ individuals,— Besides the contributions included in the statement above, the 
following instances of private liberality deserve mention:—The Burdwan Raj 
_ Estate continued to confer a great boon on the people of the town and district 
of Burdwan by the maintenance of a charitable hospital and dispensary - 
und almshouse, ebout 10 miles of metalled road, a second class free colle 
_ and a free collegiate school, a Sanskrit tol and a free girls’ school. It also 
entirely maintained the charitable dispensary in Kalna. The East Indian 
Jompany supplied two hydrants for the supply of drinking water 
people of the Asansol Bazar. Babus Satya Kripal-and Satya Bhupal — 
8, sons and executors to the estate of the late Babu Satya Doyal 
5, ir iw paid Rs. 5(0 to the Bhadreswar Municipality for 
ing of the hibtolla ghat road, on condition that its name should be 
to that of ‘their late father. Rai Hari Charan Chaudhuri, Rai 
contributed Rs, 1,050 towards the construction of buildings for 
tal and Dispensary at Khulna and alvo paid Rs. 5,000 for invest- 
Government securities, the interest accruing from which is to be 
to the maintenance of the indoor petit nts of the hospital. 
433 in all were rea te from Beate Rae oer donations _ 
‘buildings of thé hospital, out of which Maharaja — a € 
ry Rs 1,000, Kumar Munmatha’ Nath Mitra Rey. 1/000. 
‘Rai Chaudhuri and Satyendra Nath Rai Chaudhuri Rs. 600, 
Mohan Rui, Barada Prosad Rai Chaudhuri, and. Nath 
Kamal Kumari Chaudhurani paid Rs. 600 each, The 
» Factory Company have provided two electric lights which 
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are a great convenience to the . _ Srimati Sw: v 
has constructed public ghat on the pe gps i he Dakhine 
made it over to the Kamurhati Municipality, Babu Nabin Chan 
late Chairman of the Rajpur Munici ty, has caused a building 
constructed at a cost of Rs, 2,000 on the bank of the Maraganga (the ole 
bed of the Ganges) and has thrown it open to the public for use as a 
Gangajatri ghdt, or resting place for moribun "persons who come to the river 
to die. Babu Devendra Nath Giosh has relieved the same municipality — 
of the charges of maintaining a road, and has pet up five street lights. Ih 
Titaghar, the Khardah Company continued to upply filtered water to the — 
‘ ublic, for whom they have set up five hydrants outside their mills. The 
itaghar Jute Mill Company have put up two additional hydrants for the same 
purpose. The Kankinara Jute Mills and the Imperial Paper Mills have each put 
u ion hydrants outside the mill premises, from which about 20,000 gallons of 
filtered water are given away to the public of Bhatpara. Tho A o- Indian. 
Jute Mills‘of Kankinara andthe Alliance Jute Mills o Jaggaddal have respect- 
ively constructed 2,630 and’ 500 i feet of masonry drain at a cost off 
Rs, 1,010 and Rs. 300. Babu Rup as Mukerji, one of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of Bhatpara, lias constructed a public bathing ghat and a chandney on the 
river bank at Bhatpara at a cost of Rs. 5,000; Babu Radha Nath Bagchi gaye 
Rs. 500 to the Santipur Municipality for the construction of a water reservior 
and for the improvement of the local municipal schvol, Besides his’ usual sub- 
scription of Ks, 20 a month to the Murshidabad a area the Nawab Bahadur 
continued to pay a monthly contribution of Rs. 50 for the entertainment of a 
lady doctor in permanent commemoration of Her Majesty’s Jubilee. He also 
paid a donation of Rs. 200 for the purchase of surgical instruments for the dis- 
ensary. Her Highness Nawab Shamsi-Jahan Begam‘Saheba, c.1., paid out of 
an promised contribution for the construction cf a ward for infectious diseases 
in, counection with the hospital Rs. 250 in addition to Kis, 750 paid in previous 
years. The Maharaja of Dinajpur granted a piece of land, together with the 
materials of an old building standing thereon, for the purpore of constructing © 
the local Municipal Office. Jn tlie municipality of Bogra the public lib: 
building; which was destroyed by the earthquake of 1897, was-rebuilt at’ a eo 
of Rs. 4,812, of which Nawab Syed Abdus Sobhan Chaudhury contributed 
Rs. 3,665, The Thompson Hall at Bogra, which was also very badly dam 
by the pestlinnedtee was repaired at a cost of Rs, 1,808, paid by Babu Radha 
Raman Munshi of Sherpar,’at whose cost the building was originally built. 
Rupees 626 was contributed by the Bengali merchants and” other gentlemen of 
Sirajganj for the construction of the local dispensary building, Jp the — 
Gaya Municipality a donation of Rs. 4,000 was made, by the nine annas— 
Tikari Raj towards. the. construction of: a new operating room in the Pilgrim 
hospital. Messrs. Burrows, Thomson, and Mylne contributed a sum of 3. 1,084 
. towards the expenses of the Jagadispur Dispe: and maintained a middle class 
English school at a cost of Rs. 674. In the Moti ari Municipality, Babu Bishun 
Perkash Narain Singh, zamindar of Madhuban, made a contribution of Rs. 500 
for the construction of the Motihari Municipal school building, which ¢ 
in the floods of 1898. In. rr dlcgme po Municipality, Rai Ga 
Singh Vahadur made a contribution of Rs. 1,654 towards the. 
instruments for the Bunwari Lall Hospital.‘ he Narhun Estate 
of Rs, 500 for the improvement of the charitabie di 
ibutions aggregating, Rs. 2,684 were received by the Patna Muni 
during the year several rate-payers towards the construction of dr 
the mmissioner remarks that it is gratifying to notice that. this 


contribution towards: local ‘improvements is increasing amongst the: p a se 
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__ 29. The total expenditure in the municipalities — Provines — 
fccrhailing Caleutta) amounted during the yi to Rs, 170, agains 

8, £7,63,175 in 1 fi g an increase of Res. 3,19,099,- Tint : 
with a balance of Rs, 601,41 against Rs. 4,84,136 in, the p: : 
- The statement in Appendix F ws the which’ the 
inveach municipality under each of the principal heads bears to the. 
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The large variations in the figures of each year are accounted for by the 
fact that capital expenditure is included in them, The cost, for instance, of a 
large scheme of water-supply in any one town disturbs the general average 
considerably. 

30. The following statement shows the expenditure of 1869-1900 under 
the main heads, and also shows how theso totals have varied from those of the 
previous year :— 











Total ox- Comparison wirn 189-99, 
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in 
1899-1900.| Increase. | Decrease, Pbetrcirat 
1 2 3 4 5 
a 
i Rs, Rs. Rs. 
1, General administration— 
a) Office establishment, &o. + | 2,00,991 4,226 | ar 21 
a Collection of taxes, &e. coo | 1,72,€67 6,548 | Ss 89 
fc) * of tolls ave 684 ote 1,235 64:3 
(d) Survey of land .., os 9,525 2,229 or 80:5 
(e) Refunds ae ca ds 1,877 wig | 1,098 37°8 
(/) Pensions and gratuities on 718 oe 760 515 
2. Public Safety-- , 
(a) Fire (establishment, &o ) acs 20,982 2,160 “., 1L4 
(b) Lighting nap ewe] 2,183,611 60,441 ase 39-4 
(c) Police s ss 8,767 we 12,300 76-5 
(¢) Rewards for destruction of wild 
animals <a eee 2,261 - 98 41 
3, Public Health and Convenience— 
(a) Water-supply ... 2,40,507 39,120 ol 194 
rz ) Drainage bs «| 1,81,292 14,805 ed 1e2 
‘ 8 Conservancy (including road- 
' cleaning and watering) and ‘ 
latrines eee + | 10 86,791 1,621 “It 
(a) Hospitals and dipeusaries _ 3,89,172 28,516 79 
‘ e) Vaccination 3 tes 20,556 941 47 
: 3 Morkets and slaughter-houses ... o Bs 22-08 
- (g) Pounds se ae _ 1,068 21 
h Dak bungalows and serais 16-8 
(Arboriculture, &o. 
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Heaps or Exrenprrure. penditure |—__—_ , 
‘1899-1900 I De Percentage 
| ~ . | Increase. crease. | si nd 
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8. Public Health and Convenience—concld. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
(7) Public works— 
(#) Establishment bog 81,474 4,195 me 54 
(i) Buildings he 54,125 12,167 ak 29°02 
(tii) Roads =... s+ | 6,388,217 |° 1,09,455 mts 258 
(iv) Stores ... oe 5,031 4 11,000 68:6 
4. eee ee ate ie ae a ‘ : 
5. ntribution for general purposes... , aoe 4, 7" 
6. Miscellaneous 3 ‘ «| 8,384,441 15,432 ie 48.” 
7. Extraordinary and Debt— | 
(a) Investments (Government secu- ' 
rities and Savings Banks) . 2,200 ase 18,940 89°5 
(6) Payment to sinking funds ,.. 10,742 oe 4,758 30°6 
(c) Provident Fund withdrawals .., as ae 18 me 
(d) Repayment of loans | 1,883,688 84,138 sit 34:2 
(¢) Advances ove «+ | 1,822,208 24,564 ssh 152 
(f) Deposits wy ast 78,608 17,481 ol 311 
Total + | 40,838,170 | 3,%2,447 62,462 “oe 
Net increase an ene 8,19,995 ott 85 











31. Office and Ovileciion Establishment.—The total ex penditure on office 
establishment shows an increase of Ks. 4,226, and that on collection establish- 
ment of Rs. 6,548. There has been a steady growth of expenditure under this 
heading during the past five years, but it is evident from the Commissioners’ 
reports that this item is carefully scrutinis:d by them in passing the budgets 
of municipalities. The Commissioner of the Presidency Division reports 
that there is a tendency in some of the ‘advanced ” municipalities to create new 
appointments or to raise the pay of their servants, in anticipation of sanction 
to budget provision and in disregard of orders disallowing the budget provi- 
sions or prohibiting such irregular and unauthorised expenditure, and that, to 
check this tendency, the Commissioner found it necessary in the case of 
oue municipality to pass an order, under the new rule 52A. of the Municipal 
Account Rules, directing the audit in the Magistrate’s office of the municipal 
establishment bills with reference to the sanctioned scale before payment of 
the bills, The Commissioner further reports that, with a view to obviate 
inconsistencies and great variations in expendicure under these two heads, 
attempts are being made gradually to introduce a fixed and proportionate scale 
of expenditure on office and collection establishments with permissicn to the 
Municipal Commissioners to settle details within those limits. 

32, Prevention of fire.-The expenditure under this head rose from 
Rs, 18,822 to Rs. 20,982, and almost the entire amount of the charge was 
incurred in the municipalities which are served by the Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade and contribute to its cost, viz., Howrah (Rs, 4,358), Cossipore-Chitpur 
(Rs, 13,016), Maniktala (Rs. 699), and Garden Reach (Rs. 350). Outside these, 
the only expenditure of any amount was incurred by the Serampore Munici- 
pality, viz., Rs, 1,186 on tho purchase of a fire-engine. 

33. Street-lighting.— The expenditure under this head rose from Rs. 1,53,170 
to Rs, 2,13.611, showing an increase of Rs. 60,441, or 89°4 per cent , which was 
shared by all the Divisions except Chittagong, where the expenditure shows a 
small decline of Rs. 137. ‘The increaso was largest in the Burdwan Division, 
where the expenditure rose from Rs. 25,004 to Rs. 69,198. This, however 
is mainly accounted for by the payment of arrear bills by the municipality 
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Howrah, The next largest increase occurred in’ the Rajshahi Division of 
Rs. 9,059, out of which Rs, 6,854 occurred at Darjeeling alone, due to an 
increase in the working expenses of the electric-lisht installation in that town, 
and to the cost of repairs to the installations which were damaged by the 
cyclone and landslips of 24th September 1899. Sixteen municipalities spent 
nothing on this service, against 17 in the previous year, 

34, Watr-supply.—Under this head the total expenditure rose from 
fis, 2,01,387 to Rs. 2,40,507, showing an increase of Rs. 39,120, or 19°4 per 
cent. over the expenditure in the previous year. The increase was shared by 
six Divisions, of which Burdwan and Rajshahi return the largest figures, viz., 

. 19,011 and Rs. 16,999. In the former Division the municipality of Howrah. 
incurred an increased expenditure of Rs. 16,692 on the extension of the water- 
supply-to 20 lanes not served before, in which 36 additional stund-pipes have 
been supplied. There was an increaso of Rs. 2,073 at Burdwan, due to the 
payment of arreur bills for the supply of coal, Darjoeling shows an increase 
of Rs, 21,195, due to special repairs to the pipe lines, which were considerably 
damaged by the cyclone of 24th September 1899, and also to an increase on 
ordinary repairs and establishments. The question of improving and extend- 
ing the water-supply of the town has been settled, and the Commissioners have 
already Picmananed | the requisite works by means of a loan fiom Government. 
The supply of water will bo raised, when the works now under construction 
are completed, to 276,000 gallons a day. The Pasteur-Chamberland filter 
installed in the town has been removed by the contractors, owing to the failure 
of the works to fulfil the terms of the contract. At Cossipore-Chitpur the whole 
area is now supplied with filtered water. The total length of the pipes laid is 
85,743 running feet, and there are altogether 110 double-mouthed und seven 
single-mouthed stand-pipes placed at convenient distances. At Maniktola a 
further length of 4,077 feet of pipes was laid and 13 new hydranis ‘were 
erected during the year. A scheme was worked out during the year to 
lay pipes along six miles of roads within the populous quarter of the South 
Suburban Municipality with 25 hydrants at convenient distances. Tho 
scheme was sanctioned by Government after the close of tho year. At 
Garden Reach the scheme for providing filtered water to the people of the 
populous portion of the town is still under the consideration of a Sub-Committee 
appointed by the Municipal Commissioners. At Baraset a Larymore boiler, 
set up at a cost of Rs, 521, is said to be giving excellent water to the people 
of the town. The Municipal Commissioners are taking steps to acquire and 
improve a tank in each ward by means of a loan from Government. At 
Berhampore the new water-works were opened during the year. At Rajpur 
two tanks have been excavated at a cost of Rs. 4,750. At Rampur Boalia 
almost all tho tanks were flushed with river-water during the flood season. 
The Chairman reports that durivg the hot weather, when a big chur formed 
in the river leaving a stagnant channel below the town, the water of which 
was not fit for drinking purposes, water from the flowing stream was fetched 
by boats and supplied to the pubis at a nominal cost; but very few persons 
availed themselves of this supp y of river-water, preferring to drink the foul 
tank water, for which they had to pay nothing. The water-supply of this 
town is very bad, and is, in the opinion of the Civil Surgeon, responsible 
for the recurring epidemics of cholera. The Commissioners are considering a 
scheme for improving the waist SOPPly, The Municipal Commissioners of 
Gaya have still before them a comprehensive scheme for a supply of filtered 
water, which, however, cannot be carried out for want of funds, _ The question 
of water-supply at Bhagalpur has recently been much complicated by the 

ifting of the stream of the Ganges, and water is now drawn from a stream 
in which the supply is insufficient and the quality very inferior. It wag 
proposed that a series of wells should be sunk in the chur near the intake, 
and that they should be covered over with brick domes, so as to furnish a con. 
tinuous mine of naturally-filtered water at all times of the year. Government 
sanctioned a grant of Rs. 10,000 from the Provincial revenues for the purpose, 
‘and offered to sanction a loan of Res, 15,000; but the municipality has so far 
sunk only one well, and the remainder of the scheme is in aboyance. ‘lo make 
the difficulty worse, the management of the works themselves has been v 
inefficient. A new Superintendent, however, has recently been appoin b 
under whom an improvement is reported to have commence 
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Considerable activity was displayed during the year in several municipali- 
ties in excavating tanks and sinking wells and tube-wells, in improving 
existing tanks and wells, and specially reserving selected tanks and wells for 
drinking and culinary purposes. 

The statement in Appendix M shows the statistics of sources of water- 
supply —— in each municipality and of the quality and quantity of 
the supply. 

3b. Drainage.—The total expenditure rose from Rs. 1,16,987 to 
Rs. 1,31,292, showing an increase of Rs. 14,305, or 12°2 per cent. over the 
expenditure of the previous year, An increase of Rs, 17,533 occurred under 
maintenance charges, whilst ital expenditure declined by Rs. 3,228. The 
largest increase occurred in the Patna Division (Rs, 10,176) and in Burdwan 
(Rs. 6,736), whilst the expenditure shows a falling off in the Bhagalpur Division 
of Rs. 3,928, The following municipalities show the largest fluctuations in the 
expenditure under this head:— 





Name of 


Name of 
Municipality. Tnorense. Municipality. Decrease, 
Rs, Rs, 

Serampore , +. =1,608 Cossipore-Chitpur +s. 2,688 
Baidyabati we. (8,528° Maniktala a §=62,868 
Berhampore ie 2,579 Rampur Boalia «= 1,854 
Darjeeling + 1,932 Jamalpur (Monghyr) .,. 4,663 
Patna re A) 

Muzaffarpur 1,853 


* Against the total expenditure of Rs. 86 in 1898-99. 


A comprehensive scheme for the drainage of the Howrah Munici ality is 
under preparation by the Municipal Engineer. The present state of the road- 
side drains is reported to be very unsatisfactory. At Patna nine new drains wero 
constructed during the year, and several ait Aceite were remodelled and linked 
up. A large well was sunk and a reservoir constructed for flushing a large, 
underground drain and other drains connected with it. Tho great improve- 
ments which have been made in the sanitary condition of Patna under the present 
regime have, it is satisfactory to observe, been maintained and continued during ° 
the year under review, Four years ago the condition of the town was cack 
that local opinion demanded a special Commission on it. The city is now re- 
ported by the Sanitary Commissioner to be in process of becoming one of the 
cleanest and healthiest municipalities in India. At Muzaffarpur the increased 
expenditure was incurred on the construction and repair of drainage channels. 
At Monghyr the Commissioners have taken steps to improve the roadside 
drains in two of the most important wards by means of a loan of Rs. 10,000 
from Government and the sum of Rs. 18,280 raised by subscription. The 
work in one ward has commenced, and the scheme for the other ward is under 
the consideration of the Sanitary Board. 

36. Conservancy (including road-cleaning and watering and latrines).—The 
total charges on this account amounted to Rs. 10,86,791, a figure practically the 
same as that of the previous year. The statistics given in Appendix F show 
that the expenditure on this, the most important item of municipal expendi- 
ture, varied from 62°6 per cent. of the total expenditure during the year at 
Bhatpara to 4-2 per cent, at Taki. Amongst other towns with hi rh percentages 
of expenditure on this item may be mentioned Titagarh (58'4), Garklia (51:7), 
Noakhali (49°3), Naihati (49-2), and Hooghly and Chinsura (48°68); whilst, 
on the other hand, compere small expenditure was incurred in the muni- 
cipalities of Jessore (20°5), Khulna (17-0), Rampur Boalia 21°2), Darbhanga 
(16:4), Motihari (177), and Bhagalpur (17:79), all of which form the head- 
quarters of districts, It is curious to note how the percentage of expenditare 
varies in municipalities similarly circumstanced, such as Jhalakati and Pirojpur 
in the Backerganj district, where, with the same amount of income d 
the year, the percentdges were 40-7 and 25:5, reqpeey Sy: As regards large 
towns, however, which from time to time incur arge capital expenditure on. 
drainage or water-works schemes, comparative percentage figures are naturally 
subject to considerable fluctuations. ‘There was a nominal decline at Patna, 
owing to the fact that in 1898-99 the municipality had to undertake the con- 
struction of plagne sheds, and to pay bontribation to Government for plague 
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At Burdwan the increase was due partly to the payment of charges 
incurred in the previous year, and artly to increased expenditure incurred 
during the year. The increase at Titagarh was due to the excavation of two 
tanks on the trenching-ground, and the employment of additional establishment, 
Increased establishment and the construction of a public latrine account for the 
increase at South Barrackpore. At Garden Reach the increase was chietly on 
account of the sinking of six wells for road-watering. The decline at Howrah 
and Darbhanga is only apparent, being due to the wrong classification in 
1898-99 of certain charges under this head, which have been shown under the 
head in 1899-1900. No explanation has been given of the reduction at 
mpore, whilst that at Baidyabati was due to the unsatisfactory ground of the 
reduction of the conservancy staff. It is reported that coke-breeze filters are 
working satisfactorily at Dacca, Narayanganj and Nasirabad. 

Since the close of the year the Sanitary Board have published a report 
on the results of the experiments carried on by the Sanitary Engineer in 
the septic tank troatment of sewage. Further experiments have been directed 
by Government, and in the meantime municipal authorities have been advised 
to proceed cautiously in introducing the system, 

. BT, Hospitals and. Dispensaries.—Tho expenditure under this head 
amounted to Rs. 3,89,172, an increase of Rs. 28,516 on the previous year. 
_ The actual expenditure from municipal revenues was Rs. 2,50,165, showing 
an increase almost precisely equal to that in the contributions made to muni- 
cipalities for medical purposes. The most important undertaking of the . 
year was at Khulna, where a new hospital was constructed by the municipality 
with the aid of a contribution from Government and liberal private subscrip- 
tions, This undertaking affords a gratifying example of what can be effected 
by well-directed public spirit, In Darbhanga the outdoor dispensary was con- 
verted into an indoor hospital, causing a rise in ex penditure of Rs. 5,513, and 
extensions and improvements were made in the dispensary at Burdwan, On 
the whole, it appears that municipalities contribute to this purpose as liberally 
as their resources will permit. Complaints, however, occur in the reports of the . 
unwillingness of private individuals to subscribe to the support of institutions 
under the management. of municipalities, The liberality of the public is 
conspicuous on special occasions, as in Khulna during the ‘year under review, 
funds are required for a tangible object, such as the construction of a 
new building; but interest in medical institutions has been found almost 
invariably to flag when it comes to keeping up a regular flow of subscriptions 
for the maintenance of a municipal dispensary. This fact was specially 
brought to the notice of Government during the year, and instructions 
were issued with a view to ensuring that the contributions of munici- 
" pulities to dispensaries should be fixed for definite periods, that unofficial 
m ing Committees should exercise more direct control over management 
and he given a greater interest than they at present have in obtaining 
subscriptions by the certainty of being able to. devote the whole amount 
collected, in addition to the municipal contribution, to the improvement of 
‘ their dispensaries. These instructions will, it is hoped, have a good effect in 
_ inereasing private contributions. ne issue has been too recent for much 
result to be shown during the yenr under review. \ re : = hea 
Baie, an o> secant he aathent in Appendix H gives full information 
in regard to vaccination. There were 20% vaccinators employed at a cost 
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operator vaccinated on an 











average 488 persons, the average cost of 











Sonamukhi .,. 61 | Puri ‘Tot B3T oe Seer 

P na chi 74 proportion of ns prim 
Kasoenr, en 140 Paraiia pet 60s vaccinated exosedsd 5 per cent, | i 
a eoeaiy) diciee the total population in the seven towns 





named in the margin. : } 
89. Public Works.—The expenditure on Public Works “rose from 

Rs. 5,59,030 to Rs. 6,73,847 during the year. Tho following table compares 

the expenditure under the several sub-heads during the two years :— oN 








8. Rs. 
16,031 559,030 — 














1898-99 aed 77,279 41,958 

1899-1900 ond 81,474 64,125 5,383,217 6,051 6,73,847 > 

Increase ( + ) or aa pecan Wauricsctanteuen Renters ee 
deorease (—)... +4195 | +12,167 | +1,09,455 | —11,000 | +1,14,817 






40. Public Instruction —TVhe total expenditure under this head, as shown 
in Form III, was Its, 1,26,483 against Ks, 1,26,874 in the preceding Year. tichis 
The total expenditure on primary education, the details of which’ are given. 
in Appendix 1, amounted to Rs. 68,388 against Rs. 65,576 in 1898.99. The 
following table compares the expenditure on primary education, Division 7 
Division, during the last two years, with the standard, as shown in column f; 


which has been fixed as a reasonable average ;— vit, 
—- SSS 


Ratio ov RxPeNprrone ; 
Variation Variation | on enimany BDUCATION 
between the | between the TO TOTAL ORDINARY 
Ogures in figures in TNCOME, 











Coat of teaching 
all tho boys of a] Torat mxveNprrone on 
Schoul.Gine age | PRIMARY EDUCATION, 
Naws op Drvisrow. in the munioi- 




























—— 


Total =... 63,316 65,576 





Palities in exch comms 
Division at Sand 4. 
10 annas per bead, 1898.99, 1899-1900, 
1 | | 
Burdwan ae 12,32) 11,662 14,101 +2,439 18 24 
Presidency ae 14,034 14,027 13,618 —19 27 26 
Rajsbahi vee 8,610 6 838 6,162 +2,652 4+3u 81 26 
Dacea oe 6,762 5,699 6,283 ot +684 22 25 
Chittagong nett 2.009 2437 2,387 +828 —)00 | 23 22 
Patna ti, 18,975 16,406 16,146 —3,830 —26) | 32 29 
Bhagalpur Pay 6,293 6,194 6,111 —152 -63 21 28 
*. Orissa tae 8,098 8.490 38,486 +387 ~6 44 wT 
Chota Nagpur... 2,174 1,28 2,116 — 653 +193 27 30 


08.983 | 472 


It will be observed that on the whole the expenditure has almost. exactly 
coincided with the standard, which however is based on the figures of the last 
census, and is therefore probably lower than will be shown in futare reports, 

41. Loans.—Tho table in Appendix K shows the loan transactions of | 

municipalities during the year, 


Namo of Amount of ho new loans raised a the — 








Municipality, ie gies purposes for which they were * 
Howrah. si 0,009 Water-mpply. obtained - pete the | 
Baraset ove see _ Ditto, margin. t arjeeli the pa 
Rangeey sr % MEd an: Commissioners aoeinan an 
arjocling .., se 2,00) ater-supply, &. 4 - ; 
Monghyr w+ 20,000 } Drainage. instalment of Rs. 28,000 out 4: 
Jamalpur ... » 8,600 the total loan of Ks, 1,20, 69> 
“Total... 2.78000 for the clectric light installa. 


tion, This municipality also 
obtained an ‘asta ge 
y : De hoe «anit 












wi 01 ae 
7 Baraset Munici received the — 
s. 2,500 out of the loan of Rs. 5,000 focmatesencir’ the 
ated Tatiniy Semeicoarag meg, oe 
lia es of municipalities at ¢ th 
ted to Rs. 30,58 883, 5 MMR ig walt ata 
mak, ey Financial condition of municipalities in debt to Government,—Tho 
statement in Appondix N shows the financial condition of municipalities which 
Pe wero in debt to Government 


Paps pe during the past year. Tho 






3° tis ba es oh Closing _—ilist' contains the names of 
Manicipulity. demandson balance. 34 municipalities. All of 
‘ ewe these paid the interest and 
; Rs. Rs. sinking fund instalments 
Howrah rs *8.188 608 ~ 20,978 due from them in full during 
Laon’ Dio ig SRS at mand the year, and, as the figures 
Meherpur sg 430 98:5 333 show, there is no danger that 
Dobhatta ss 831 v3 _ 88 any of them will in faturo 
oa nd ia “t “4 a 2s ~—scbe unable to do so. In 
Naraingenj oe 8,177 994 16,368 =the fourteen municipalities 
Nasirabad = “+4 on 498 named in the margin the 
Chittagong os... 8,208 68"2 ,/80 : : 8 
10,974 917 2,896 paper income of the year 
Gaya oo 2,61 . 998 15517 ~~ fell short of the ordinary 
Bhogal pur tas aia) 800 ar expenditure and the loan 


: charges together. This 
however is due cither to a reasonable use being made of the balances in hand 
at the opening of the year, or to tailure to collect the full revenue of the muni- 
cipality, which, if realised would have given a surplus over all charges. With 
the exception of Howrah and Bhagalpur tie financial condition of all theso 
municipalities is satisfactory; and an improvement in administration would 
put the finances of these towns also on a sound basis. 

43. Audit of Accounts, and embczzlemenis.—A largo number of cases of 
embezzlement was brought to notice again during the past year, most of which 
were facilitated by laxity of supervision of the collection establishment. ‘The 
defalcations, occurred in the municipalities of Kotrang, Maniktala, Nator, 
Darjeeling, Nalchitti, Patna, Kishenganj, Lohardaga and Daltonganj. Tho 
list is longer than it should bo, and it is necessary that (hairmen and Vico- 
Chairmen of municipalities should pay greater regard to the Municipal Account 
Rules than they appear to do at present 7 

44. Working of the Porters and Dandiwallas’ Act.—The Act is in force only 
in the Darjeeling Municipality. ‘I'he total number of porters and dan tiwallas 
registered during the year was 653, against 750 in the previous vear. Thore 
were 25 prosocutions under the Act, against 22 in 1898-99, and tho amount of 
fines realised was its, 38. No liconse was eancelled during the year. ‘The law 
co.tinued to be carefully worked, and a closo suporvision is exercised over the 
porters and dandiwallas. koe 

~ 45. General working of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, during the year.— 
Mr, C. J S. Faulder, Officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, makes 
the following remarks on the subject—remarks which, the Lieutenant-Governor 
regrets to observe, corroborate the opinions of his predecessor :— 


“ agistrate of Midnapore I had always boen able to report very favourably upon 
os = of Siaioal institutions. I there found the suai municipalities very well 
the big town of Midnapore very fairly so. On coming to Chinsura as Commis- 
=, been very disappointed at the contrast afforded by the big municipalities 
e along tho Hast Indian Railway to those which I had known at Miduapore. My 
; experience was entirely confirmed by what 1 found to be the state of affairs in tho 
ities of other out-of the-way parts of the D.vision, those of the Bankura and 
hum districts and the remote parts of pp rsbsind and oom but =e Lock yaciea 
- and inefficio of almost all of the more important municipalities in close touch with 
Calout ap an unpleasant surprise. The chief cause of their failure appears to be the 
prevalenco and malignity of party spirit i the classes which compete for election; 
parties being divided upon purely personal lines rather than sby any divergences of 
eor policy, their emulation is nos of a healthy kiod or beneficial to manicipal 
” i 
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bet 46. F v. 
Division, writes: fay 


’ _“ The. most, satisfactory feature in the omy admi: 

_ improvement in the collections, Which is, I have no ara : 

Mr. Buckland’s vigilant inspections and admonitio 8 record o 

progress, though much yet remains to be done in all the municipalities ’ a ; 
47. The following are the comments of Mr. H. Savage, Commissioner of 

the Dacca Division :— : 


“Narayanganj continues’ to be a model of what @ municipality in Eastern Bengal can 
and should oa Barisal and Faridpur are its nearest rivals in excellence. - Dacca and Nasira- 
bad are both improving, and in nearly all of the other and smaller municipalities as much has 
been done as can fairly be expected under existing circumstances.” , 


48, Mr. R. 8. Greenshields, Officiating Commissioner of Chitiagong, who 
hus only recently epee the Division, oB8erves that the town of Chitt 
appears to be well , but that it is said that fever has become move prevalent 

ce the cyclone of 1897. J 

49. ‘Wir. L. Hare, c.1.8., Officiating Commissioner of the Patna Division, 

observes :— 














ca 
4 
. 












“On the whole the year was one of moderate progress and improvement in seyeral 
branches of municipal administration, The im rovement in the management of the Patna 
and Darbhanga Municipalities has been marked, as already noticed. ‘l'ho non-official Chair- 
man of the Arrah Municipality, Babu Chaturbhuj Sahai, continued to work well. He has. 
been re-elected as Ohairman. since tho close of the year. I myself joined this Division 
in March, and have only had. an opportunity of secing Patna and Barh Manicipalitied ee 
Patna I have been well satisfied with the business-like way in which work is done, and many 
improvements have been and are being carried out. Barh is a most difficult town to deal 
with, and I do not feel very hopeful about it.” 


50. The following are the comments of Mr. H. C., Williams, Commissioner 
of the Bhagalpur Division:— 


“I consider that, on the whole, the year has been one of stead ss. In most munici- 
palities both Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen vine Commissioners haye Sime eae Minas 
in their work, and some have devoted a great deal of time to what is often a task. 
Some of the most prominent features of the work of 1898-99 have been improved, espe- 
cially the low proportion of rate-payers in Bhagalpur. I would bring especially to the notice 
of Government the work done Ry the following gentlemen :—Babu Shiva Nandan Prosad 
Singh, Vice-Vhairmau, Monghyr Munici ality 5 Babu Kirti Chandra Chatterji, Ohairman, | 
pe Manicipality ; Mr. A. W. Rendell, Chairman, Jamalpur. . Manic ity; 
Babu J. N. Mulhersi Vice-Chairman, Purnea Municipality ; Babu Nilmani ann 
Chairman, English Bazar Municipality; Babu Hari Charan Ganguli, Chairman, Oolgong 
Municipality; Babu Poshupati Bose, Vice-Chairman, Sahibganj Municipality, 

51. Mr, E. B. Harris, Commissioner of the Orissa Division, ts of opinion 
that the general working of the Municipal Act in that Division was satisfactory. 
As Papenls the Puri Municipality, he observes that the town is undoubtedly in'a 
very insanitary condition, as reported by the Sanitary Commissioner and the 
Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals; that the expenditure incurred by the 
municipality on accuunt of the influx of pilgrims is large, and that it is hardl 
possible that proper sanitary precautions can be taken unless the sanitation of 
the town is undertaken by Government, 

52. Mr, A. Forbes, o,8.1., Commissioner of the Chota Nagpur Division, | 
concludes his report with the following observations :— 

“On the whole, there has been a marked improvement in municipal inistration 


throughout the Division during ‘the past year. The percentage of collections on curren 
dusiind has increased from 73'9 to 83°2 ‘and on the total dentaa from 69:7 to 77-3 
the result that’ the total collections have improved from Rs, 97,693 in 1898-99 to 


introduct on of the system of making collections at the Municipa! Office have been prigeea” 
ed with, on the whole, with good results; the only matter in regard to which T am uot quite — 
satisfied being the doubtful manner in which the work of revision of assessments has, in| 
some oases, been conducted, owing to the difficulty in obtaining the services of ally 
trained assessors for this important duty. . . 7... . Pho instructions: Lon its 
oftice have always been taken in good part, and Properly attended to by the Municipal 
“ommnissioners; and I own only repeat what I said two years ago, viz.. that the 
amongst Municipal Cominissioners in this Division generally as ee phe interest in their work 
and their wish to do their duty, appears to me quite up to, if not in advance of, that to be. 
#ound in any other part of Bengal, Be 






gentlemen mean in he mpfr the grat 


shown 
evd. F ley. in ope gms duties eo the 
A. baa Municipality. god done” won Shey sae 





_ 58." As a whole, the year has been one of improvement, Collections of 
_ revenue: are decidedly better, and there is some evidence that the repeated 
admonitions of Government and its supervising officers have had effect in 
stix ing the energies of Municipal Commissioners in this vital branch of their 
dyties. Assessments are still unequal, and sometimes inadequate, and it is 
~ doubtful real improvement will ever be effected till municipalities avail 
themselves more generally of trained professional a - In almost all other 
branches of work, good progress has been made. The record of what has been 
accom) in Vatna is a strikin one, and entitles the local authorities to the 
_ highest credit. Other towns which have deservedly earned high praise are 
Narainganj and Tamluk. , On the other hand, the inistration of the larger 
towns in Hoogh! » Howrah and Burdwan has b \% the subject of \unfavour- 
able comment, which is the more regrettable, because these are inhabited 
lar persons from whose education was expected the best and most 
honourable result. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that they t\ will take 
to heart the example offered by their neighbours, and that the report for 
current year will record an honest endeavour to raise their standard of adminis- 
tration. . 


\ 4 By order of the Lidstenant Coreen of Bengal, 
Ke | 


E, N. BAKER, 
’ Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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From other sources (to be 
specified im detail in as 
e ean es may 


From hackney carriages. 
Vaccination fees. 
Rents of lands, houses, serais, dik bungalows, 
ae, 
and 
institutions. 
revenue from Medical institutions. 


Total. 


Fees and revenue from markets and slaughter- 
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GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS (FOR GENERAL AND 
PURPOSES). 
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